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Jurnal urban:
Lupta pentru spatiul comun
STEALTH.unlimited (Ana Dzoki¢ si Marc Neelen)

Jurnalul urban reprezintd o cronologie in curs de desfasurare a problemelor legate de spatiu, ilustrind evolutia
adesea conflictuald a oraselor din fosta lugoslavie si albaneze din ultimii ani. Documentul poate fi inteles ca o
combinatie intre investigarea locului crimei si un scenariu amuzant — legindu-se Tnsa intotdeauna de realitatea
zilelor noastre, care e nefavorabild interesului comun. Daca pind in urma cu doud decenii orase precum Bel-
grad, Kotor, Novi Sad, Podgorica, Pristina, Pula, Skopje, Tirana sau Zagreb s-au dezvoltat n principal n afara
mecanismelor pietei imobiliare, astazi privatizarea, clientelismul, precum si abuzul creativ de instrumente juridice
par obisnuinte Tntr-un context afectat de o urbanizare ,salbatica” si de schimbari rapide ale investitiilor de capi-
tal — aflate Tn orizontul unui context neoliberal.

T acelasi timp, incet, dar sigur, incepe sd apara o fortd contrard, care abordeaza cazuri specifice de dominare
a spatiului urban de catre grupuri privilegiate. Ici si acolo, locuitorii incep sa se organizeze singuri, organizatiile
civice Tncep sa-si indrepte privirea spre oras si jurnalistii incep s cerceteze problemele. Odata cu conturarea
acestor lupte incipiente, stinghere pentru spatiul comun, lupta pentru societatea civila si pentru interesul comun
isi face intrarea finalmente n spatiul fizic al orasului. Acest document este doar o lista limitata a problemelor
urbane din perioada 2008-2010. El scoate in evidentd faptul cd intrebarea — cui i apartine orasul? — devine
tot mai relevantad cind terenul de joc — si adesea, literalmente, ,terenul” — din oras este cartografiat si Tmpartit
intre diferite forte de piatd, interese private, administratii locale partinitoare si forte ale opozitiei.

Indiferent cft de urgente sint chestiunile abordate de Jurnalele urbane in propriul lor context, ele trimit, de aseme-
nea, la un nou angajament al cetatenilor si profesionistilor care apare in orase din lumea ntreagd. Si indicd atterna-
tive rasarite din fisurile si rupturile dezvoltarii extrem de individualiste si ahtiate dupa profit a oraselor contemporane
— largind orizontul diferitelor contributii si al implicarii in ceea ce ar putea fi viitorul oraselor noastre.

Jurnalul urban este realizat de STEALTH.unlimited (Ana DZokic si Marc Neelen) si a fost initiat cu ocazia editiei a patra a T.|.C.A.B. — Bienala Internationa-
ld de Arta Contemporana de la Tirana (septembrie—octombrie 2009). Jurnalul urban face parte din proiectul Utopii Individuale, sprijinit de Pro-
gramul Cuttural Elvetian (SCP) in Balcanii de Vest. in 2010, o editie speciald a Jurnalului urban a fost realizata ca parte a proiectului Licitatia, Jurnalul
spatiilor din Novi Sad intre interesele personale si nevoile publice, creat impreuna cu New Media Center kuda.org (cu Aleksandar Bede, Branka Curtic,
Svetozar Krsti¢, Zoran Panteli¢, Borka Stoji¢ si Natasa Vujkov). Pentru 201 1-2012, editii ale Jurnalului urban sint in lucru la Sarajevo si Novi Pazar.
Jurnalul urban este realizat prin conversatii cu si contributii ale arhitectilor, urbanistilor, artistilor; jurnalistilor, grupurilor civice: Besnik Aliaj, Jelena
Atanackovi¢-Jelici¢, Gjergj Bakallbashi, Branko Belacevi¢, Dafne Berc, Teodor Celakoski, Srdjan Crkvenjakov, Sotir Dhamo, Jovan Djeri¢, Ulrike
Franzel, Valon Germizaj, Boris Gigov, Zakilina Gligorijevi¢, Adelina Greca, Zivko Grozdanié, Astrit Hajrullahu, Florina Jerliu, RuZica Jovanovi¢, Alek-
sandra Kapetanovi¢, Ivan Kucina, Kreativna zadruga (Slobodan Jovi¢, Aleksandar Lukic), Zivan Lazi¢, Marko Miletié, Viadimir Mitrovié, llir Murseli,
Oliver Musovik, Divna Penti¢, Darko Poli¢, Pulska Grupa, Darko Reba, Dubravka Sekuli¢, Petrit Selimi, Jelena Stefanovi¢, Aneta Spaseska, Asociatia
Cetdteneasca Almasani (Aleksandar Cvetkovi¢, Marijan Majin, Milo$ Vigkovi¢), Borislav Vuki¢evi¢, Sinisa Zarin'si altii



CLIENTELISM

— apropierea strinsa dintre
conducerea politica si parte-
nerii de afaceri in contextul
schimbului intens de favoruri
reciproce.

> De patru luni, primarul Igor Pavli¢i¢ intirzie semnarea actului de
schimbare a destinatiei terenului necesar construirii (aprobate
de municipalitate) a unui nou muzeu de artd contemporana
n Voivodina. Amplasamentul, in fosta zond industriald China-
town, e marcat in planurile urbanistice ca o ,pata albd". Sint
indicii cd interesul investitorilor imobiliari (precum olandezii de
la Vondel Capital) pentru acest teren a pus sub semnul intre-
barii constructia muzeului.

Novi Sad/ianuarie 2009

> Pe dealul Medvednica, deasupra Zagrebului, cel mai bogat om de
afaceri croat, Todori¢, a inregistrat castelul Kulmer ca hotel,
desi de trei ani, de la achizitionarea Iui, familia sa il foloseste ca
resedintd privatd. Folosirea publicd a fost singura conditie im-
pusd lui Todori¢ pentru a incepe reconstructia castelului din
secolul al XV-lea al ducelui Kulmer. Printr-o actiune menitd a
atrage atentia asupra neregulilor legate de constructia in zone
protejate, initiativa Dreptul la Oras (Pravo na grad) aduce au-
tobuze pline de cetateni la castel, acestia solicitind sa locuiasca
la ,hotel”.

Zagreb/27 februarie 2009

> Activistii de la Dreptul la Oras si de la Actiunea Verde (Zelena akci-
ja) promoveaza ,Ape tulburi* (Mutna) — produsul de cea mai
bund ,calitate” din Zagreb, care stimuleazd coruptia si favori-
tismul. Ei distribuie sticle de apa (pline cu noroi) persoanelor
care intrd In complexul parlamentului. Site-ul acestora culege
stiri legate de coruptia din orasul Zagreb.

Zagreb/31 martie 2009

> Pe Facebook Tsi face aparitia ,Bandum Keri¢* — alter egoul combi-
nat al celor mai controversati doi candidati la functia de primar
n douad dintre cele mai mari orase din Croatia (Zagreb si
Split). Tn scurt timp, jurnalistii incep s foloseascd acest alter
ego dind se refera la probleme de coruptie si favoritism in
contextul politic croat.

Zagreb/aprilie 2009

Credit: Pravo na grad

Credit: Insajder B92

,Scopul este de a veni la pu-
ere si, prin intermediul
achizitiilor publice timp de

batru ani, sa obtina cit mai

ulti bani, si apoi sa plece;
bentru inca

batru ani — excelent. Scopul

u este acela de a imbuna-

tati mediul; ci de a cistiga

buterea.“*

> Televiziunea B92 difuzeaza prima dintre cele sapte parti ale docu-

mentarului Confidential: Abuz de functie, despre mafia si corup-
tia din constructii. Circumstantele legate de noul mall Us¢e
din Noul Belgrad sint scoase in evidentd. Us¢e este construit
chiar in fata fostei cladiri CK (Comitetul Central al Partidului
Comunist) — acum o cladire cu birouri private. Discutiile pu-
blice care au urmat cu privire la modul in care terenul de cinci
hectare a fost achizitionat de cdtre dezvoltator — fara niciun
cistig pentru oras sau stat — 1l obliga pe presedintele Serbiei

sd dispund cercetarea problemei.

Belgrad/13 aprilie 2009

> Cele mai murdare trei ,substante” din Zagreb sint alese in cadrul

campaniei publice ,Ape tulburi: |) arena sportivd, ca datorie
baneascd pentru generatiile viitoare, 2) cazul Pietei Florilor
(Cvijetni trg) si 3) apa poluatd din noua zond rezidentiald Vrbani.

Zagreb/28 mai 2009

> Festivalul Exit, un festival muzical de amploare in aer liber, orientat

spre profit (sponsorizat cu 750.000 de euro — o mare parte
din bugetul local alocat culturii), se implica n realizarea unui
Parc Eco. In ciuda chestionrilor publice, primaria le oferd ce-
lor de la Exit un rol-cheie T aceastd lucrare publicd de pe ma-
lul inundabil al Dundrii, investind in el 333.000 de euro si
oferind Festivalului Exit serviciile sale in mod gratuit. Principalul
scop al parcului ar urma sa fie gazduirea celor 20.000 de vizi-
tatori campati cu ocazia festivalului. Pe 4 iulie, cu numai citeva
zile fnainte de inceperea festivalului, valuri de noroi iau pe sus
investitia publica. Oficialii anuntd cd, pe viitor, parcul va fi pas-
trat ca plajd publica, fard implicarea Exit.

Novi Sad/17 iunie 2009

> Dezvoltatorul privat Hoto Group poate ncepe demolarea cladiri-

lor din Piata Florilor (Cvijetni trg) din centrul Zagrebului, in
ciuda unei bétdlii de aproape trei ani, dusa de initiative civice,
care au dezvdluit coruptia si neregulile legate de constructia
blocului exclusivist de apartamente Pasajul Florilor (Cvijetni
prolaz), ce urmeaza sd fie construit aici. Deja in luna februarie
2007, Dreptul la Oras si Actiunea Verde au initiat o petitie
fmpotriva distrugerii pietei, stringind peste 54.000 de semna-
turi. Singurul rezultat pozitiv: problemele urbane devin acum
o problemd publica.

Zagreb/12 august 2009

> Business.hr anuntd ca familia Todori¢ a primit ,.cel mai frumos ca-

dou de Crdciun” de la primdria Zagrebului. | s-a eliberat o
autorizatie de transformare a castelului Kulmer din hotel in
cladire rezidentiald. Odatd cu aceasta transformare, proble-
mele lui Todori¢ legate de taxa pe proprietate si ,brutele de
activisti care doresc sd-si petreacd noaptea in hotelul lor" au
disparut.

Zagreb/17 decembrie 2009

> Comisia Europeand a recunoscut din nou in acest an cd domeniul

planificarii si inspectiilor urbane din Muntenegru e printre cele
mai vulnerabile la coruptie. Desi aceste evaludri sint repetate
de ani de zile, s-a facut foarte putin sau nimic pentru a Tmbu-
natati situatia. UE ajunge la concluzia ca rolul procurorului
general al Muntenegrului, Ranka Carapié, in toate aceste scan-
daluri ar fi trebuit sd fie clar — protejarea interesului public si a
proprietdtii de stat.

Podgorica/l3 noiembrie 2010



> Din cauza coruptiei legate de constructiile ilegale de la Capul Zava-
la, In apropiere de Budva, primarul si viceprimarul din Budva si
noud dintre asociatii lor sint arestati. Prin achizitionarea a peste
44.000 m? de teren la jumatatea anului 2007, societatea Zavala
Invest de la Budva a Inceput constructia satului turistic Astra
Muntenegru. Compania a fost infiintatd de grupul rusesc Mirax
din Moscova (detinut de miliardarul Serghei Polonski) si de
Moninvest, de la Budva, si este detinutd in coproprietate de
fostul vicepresedinte al Partidului Democrat al Socialistilor, aflat
la putere, Svetozar Marovi¢ — fratele primarului din Budva.

Podgorica—Budva/24 decembrie 2010

Studiu de caz in Novi Sad: Chinatown

CIND UN MUZEU
DEVINE UN OS iN GIT

Viitorul asa-numitului Chinatown din Novi Sad ra-
mine nesigur. Desi acest amplasament e etichetat
ca o ,patd albd“ —n jargonul planificatorilor, un
spatiu cu destinatie culturald sau de agrement —, in
realitate, aceste zone sint pastrate pind la gdsirea
unei activitati ,mai bune”. Tn ultimii ani, acest sit
industrial a devenit o momeald atrdgatoare pentru
un numar mare de proiecte de investitii. in primul
rind, proiectul, neincununat de succes, al noului
Muzeu de Arta Contemporand, apoi proiectul,
neincununat de succes, licitat de compania olande-
zo-sirbd Vondel Capital (intre timp, Tn stare de fali-
ment) si, in prezent, amplasament litigios pentru
Muzeul Artelor Uitate, initiat de compania privatd
Manual Co. Rdmine extrem de neclar pe ce baze
se va decide viitorul acestui teren — si de cdtre (sau
pentru) cine. Oficialii si planificatorii orasului pas-
treazd tacerea asupra acestui subiect — in asteptarea
celei mai bune (viitoare) oportunitati.

PRIVATIZAREA

— o zond de manipuldri in tran-
zitia de la proprietatea colecti-
va la proprietatea privata.

> Prin actiunea ,Strada Varsovia" (Var$avska ulica), organizatiile civice
Dreptul la Oras si Actiunea Verde marcheaza spatiul de pe
principala stradd pietonald care va fi folosit ca intrare Tntr-un
mare garaj privat. Pe 26 ianuarie, ele continud cu actiunea
L,Renuntd" (Odustanite), organizata ca un apel public la dez-
voltator pentru a abandona proiectul.

Zagreb/18 ianuarie 2008

> Locuitorii unui cartier din Vozdovac se ciocnesc cu dezvoltatorii
unui supermarket Vero. Pentru constructia supermarketului,
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> Judetul Istria decreteazd cd fostul domeniu militar Muzil din Pula
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A vertical timeline of the trial-and-error
sequence of plans, opportunistic political
delays and investment possibilities for the
Chinatown area in Novi Sad. Once destined
to be the new location for the Museum of
Contemporary Art, its future lingers in uncer-
tainty between private initiatives and the
City's unclear intentions.
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locurile de parcare le fuseserd luate. Cetatenii dau foc echipa-
mentelor de constructii.

Belgrad/iulie 2008

urmeaza sa fuzioneze cu compania Brijuni Riviera de dezvol-
tare turisticd. Dupd aproape 200 de ani in care a fost zond
militard, aceasta zond este acum destinatd dezvoltdrii unui
teren de golf exclusivist — raminind astfel inchisd pentru cea
mai mare parte a cetatenilor. Ca suprafatd, Muzil cuprinde

[ /4 din oras si niciun locuitor civil din Pula nu a patruns vreo-
datd acolo.

Pula/8 iulie 2008

Credit: Pravo na grad



Credit: forum.krstarica.com

Credit: Pravo na grad

> Celebrul arhitect Daniel Liebeskind pregateste un plan pentru
conversia portului din Belgrad. Privatizat in conditii ambigue,
situl e parte a unui litigiu intre oras si noii proprietari (magnati
locali). In aceasta lupta vizind peste 220 de hectare de teren,
Liebeskind este un important instrument de PR pentru dez-
voltatori.

Belgrad/toamna anului 2008

> la nastere Initiativa Civica pentru Muzil (care se opune dezvoltarii
terenului de golf exclusivist) si are loc prima sedinta publicd.
Apare ziarul Deschideti Muzilul (Otvoreni Muzil), care solicitd
accesul public permanent pe fostul domeniu militar.

Pula/23 ianuarie 2009

> Autoritdtile orasului solicitd preluarea administrdrii cinematografu-
lui Arena si evacuarea fortata a companiei Star Film (Zvezda
film) din incinta acestuia. Boris Gigov, director al Star Film, in-
deamnd primdria sd-si revizuiascd decizia, deoarece Arena i-a
fost confiscata companiei cinematografice fard nicio compen-
satie, desi Star Film a construit-o din capital propriu, pe tere-
nuri achizitionate de lucratorii sdi in anii 1960. Preluarea este
aminatd pind la o decizie ulterioard, dupd ce lucrdtorii de la
Star Film se adund, in semn de protest, In fata cinematogra-
fului. Din noiembrie 2008, un singur cinematograf din Novi
Sad mai e functional.

Novi Sad/l | februarie 2009

> Ca rezultat al presiunii Initiativei Civice pentru Muzil, municipalita-
tea si judetul Istria organizeaza un tur pentru oamenii din Pula.
Unsprezece autobuze aduc oamenii in zona Muzil. Initiativa
declara: , Deschiderea Muzilului a inceput si nu mai poate fi

Pula/8 martie 2009

> Redezvoltarea portului din Belgrad fi obligd pe planificatori sa mo-
difice Planul Urbanistic General din anul 2002 si sd cuprinda
reconversia unor mari zone industriale mari printre terenurile
destinate construirii.

Belgrad/toamna 2009

>1n timp ce disputa legata de portul din Belgrad e in instantd, Djilas,
primarul orasului, promoveazd acelasi proiect al lui Liebeskind
(adversarul!) la standul oficial al Belgradului de la Tirgul Imobi-
liar de la Cannes, din Franta.

Belgrad/23 aprilie 2009

> Prima intilnire oficiald dintre presedintele croat Mesi¢ si noul
prim-ministru Kosor se concentreazd asupra viitorului bunu-
rilor imobiliare (incd) detinute de Ministerul Apararii. Ca ur-
mare a intilnirii, presa croatd public articole senzationale,
sustinind ca ,hectare de terenuri atractive detinute de stat
ramin neutilizate”. Muzil, in Pula, e unul dintre aceste terenuri.

Zagreb/29 iulie 2009

> Negocierile legate de privatizarea Tirgului de la Belgrad sint
oprite. Demn de remarcat: din 2002, 424 dintre cele 2.504
contracte de privatizare din Serbia au fost anulate, in principal
din cauza incapacitdtii noilor proprietari de a respecta masuri-
le obligatorii legate de investitii, programe sociale, de produc-
tie si de integritate a proprietatii.

Belgrad/10 august 2009

> Dreptul la Oras si 4.000 de cetdteni se adund in semn de protest
fatd de lucrdrile anuntate pe strada Varsovia. Un cal troian din
lemn cu o Tndltime de cinci metri e amplasat ca simbol al pro-
testului si ca obstacol in calea buldozerelor. In timpul noptii,
politia comunald I distruge. Tn urmitoarea noapte, fortele
speciale aresteazd 23 de activisti care furnizeaza informatii
referitoare la actiunea ,Nu vom renunta la strada Varsovia“.

Zagreb/10-11 februarie 2010

,Nu e de mirare ca aceste

povesti sint foarte asemana-
oare in intreaga regiune:
ranzitia, procesul de priva-
izare problematic, modul in

care initiativa privata a «pa-
runs» in domeniul imobiliar
i al constructiilor; aceste

legi sint asemanatoare si se
chimba intr-o maniera simi-

lara in toate aceste orase.

> Dupa 32 de zile de blocare efectivd, Incurajati de reactia oficialilor
orasului, activistii de la Dreptul la Oras incheie temporar
actiunea ,Zidul uman pentru strada Varsovia“, care impiedica
nceperea lucrdrilor de constructie.

Zagreb/19 iunie 2010

> Pe strada Varsovia, construirea rampei de acces pentru garajul
Pasajului cu Flori incepe prin taierea arborilor in timpul nop-
tii. Mai multe luni de proteste ale activistilor, care au incercat
sd impiedice cu propriile trupuri constructia, se incheie cu o
demonstratie de masd. 152 de activisti sint retinuti impreuna
cu alesi din Consiliul Local al Zagrebului.

Zagreb/15 iulie 2010

> la a cincea licitatie, si pentru un pret de pornire derizoriu, de circa
40.000 de euro, compania Star Film e vinduta recent infiintatu-
lui Grup Aquatilus din Novi Sad — o companie care se ocupa
cu operatiuni de curdtenie si comert exterior. Valoarea capitalu-
lui comun vindut la licitatie e estimata la 400.000 de euro.
Aquatilus promite sa pastreze activitatea originald a companiei
n urmdtorii doi ani, cu o investitie minima de 70.000 de euro.

Novi Sad/29 octombrie 2010

Studiu de caz in Novi Sad: Star Film

UN CINEMA SE VIN-
DE CEL MAI BINE
PE BUCATI

Traiectoria dreptului de proprietate asupra compa-
niei de cinema Star Film (Zvezda film) seamana cu
cea a unui montagne russe. incepind din 1953, de
la cfteva cinematografe nationalizate, in 1969 s-a
construit cinematograful Arena (,unul dintre cele
mai bune cinematografe din Europa de Est®), prin
investitia muncitorilor, iar incepind cu anul 2008 au
urmat mai multe runde de licitatii (nereusite), in
care parti ale Film Star au fost succesiv excluse din



pachetul de privatizare. Consultanti pentru proce-
sul de privatizare, angajati de Agentia de Stat pentru
Privatizare, au fost in principal ingineri agricoli. Star
Film este azi total fragmentatd, muncitorii pierzind
cea mai mare parte in acest proces. Din cele cinci
cinematografe ale lor, astazi unul singur este opera-
tional —n conditii de provizorat si incertitudine.

DOMENIUL
IMOBILIAR

— in multe tari din regiune, imo-
biliarele reprezinta unul dintre
principalele sectoare ale econo-
miei. Unii spun ca pina de cu-
rind, 80% din economia alba-
neza a constat in constructia,
dictata de piata, de cladiri.

> Vondel Capital Ltd din Amsterdam anunta construirea comple-
xului comercial-rezidential Orasul Parc in parcul Liman — ,cea
mai mare investitie imobiliara din Voivodina“. Printre fondato-
rii Vondel se numdra Bernhard van Oranje (membru al fami-
liei regale olandeze) si Cor van Zadelhoff (important agent
imobiliar clandez). In aceasti companie, care se prezinti ca
avind ,cel mai fnalt standard de calitate” Tn domeniul imobiliar,
cu exceptia lui Zadelhoff, toti ceilalti membri sint ingineri soft-
ware la compania Levi9 Global Sourcing, nregistratd la ace-
easi adresa ca si Vondel, Tn Amsterdam.

Novi Sad/februarie 2008
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> Dupad o luptd de trei ani pentru a impiedica transformarea unui
parc local intr-un santier de constructii, cetdtenii din zona
Al Cincilea Parc (Peti park) reusesc sa-l opreasca pe dezvolta-
tor. Dupd ani de lupta cu masindria cea greoaie, si chiar insti-
tuind o supraveghere non-stop, ei au reusit sa atragd atentia
ntregului oras si sa intrerupd procesul de demolare. Noul
primar ales, Djilas, intr-una dintre primele aparitii publice, vizi-
teaza Al Cincilea Parc si promite cd santierul se va muta in alta
parte. Dupd ce parcul este ,salvat”, locuitorii rdmin cu ,victo-
ria“ — un sit complet demolat.

Belgrad/octombrie 2008

> Compania sirba Delta deschide primul centru comercial Delta
City in Podgorica, in care investeste 60 de milioane de euro.
Mallul are o suprafatd totald de 48.000 m?, cu o suprafatd
nchiriabild brutd de 24.000 m?. La deschidere sint prezenti
prim-ministrii din Serbia, Muntenegru si Republica Srpska,
primarii din Ljubljana si Skopje si multi altii.

Podgorica/l octombrie 2008

> Fard respectarea vreunui plan urbanistic, se lanseaza initiativa
construirii unui zgirie-nori cu 50 de etaje de cdtre o aliantd a
investitorilor care vor construi fiecare cite cinci etaje, conse-
cutiv. Intr-un oras cu o retea de alimentare cu apd precara si
care se luptd cu lipsa energiei electrice, decizia municipalitatii
de a permite acest proiect este extrem de discutabild.

Pristina/noiembrie 2008

,Joate resursele posibile

care vin din privatizare,

distribuirea de proprietate,
oti banii care provin din

azboi, intr-un fel sau altul,
au fost cheltuiti si investiti in
domeniul imobiliar, si asta e

Zvezda Film's “rollercoaster” timeline and

its recent splintering through privatisation
process. This complex hide-and-seek of suc-
cessive auctions left Novi Sad with only one
functional cinema, with workers loosing their
jobs and the company’s property and cinema
spaces reduced to their raw real-estate value
measured simply in square meters.
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Credit: novibeograd.rs

> Cu trei luni Tnainte de deschiderea Universiadei, primdria darfma
fard un avertisment adecvat patruzeci de case ale romilor din
imediata vecinatate a satului atletic — gdzduit de noua zona re-
zidentiald privatd Belleville, planificat pentru o viitoare vinzare.
Presiunea publica impiedici demolarea totali a asezarii. In lu-
na iunie, rdmdsitele asezarii sint ingradite, iar energia electrica
e Tntreruptd. Voluntarii de la Universiada sint instruiti sa le spu-
na vizitatorilor strdini ca locul este un platou de filmare. Demn
de remarcat: pe parcursul anului 2009, Serbia detine prese-
dintia Deceniului de incluziune a romilor, locuintele find unul
dintre aspectele prioritare ale deceniului.

Belgrad/aprilie 2009

> Are loc editia cu numdrul 25 a Universiadei. Pind la inceputul Iui 2010,
majoritatea apartamentelor din satul atletic — construit pentru
vinzare (la pretul de 1.800 euro/m?) — nu sint incd vindute.

Belgrad/1-14 iulie 2009

>, Porto Muntenegru®, contributia Muntenegrului la Bienala de Arhi-
tecturd din 2008 de la Venetia, primeste cel mai prestigios
premiu de stat. Lucrarea promoveazd portul de lux si dezvol-
tarea litoralului adiacent aflat in constructie la Tivat, n golful
Kotor. Dintre clddirile fostului Arsenal vechi de | 18 ani (cum-
pérat in 2006 de un om de afaceri canadian), toate, in afard
de una, sint demolate.

Golful Kotor/13 iulie 2009

> Autoritatea de Stat pentru Constructii publicd o reclamd pentru
licitatia a sapte baze militare din Novi Sad. Cel mai mare com-
plex din ofertd acopera |9 hectare si are 34 de cladiri. Oferta
devine foarte repede inaccesibila pentru public.

Novi Sad/7 martie 2010

> Tn loc de 30.000 n?, cit se anuntase, complexul rezidential/de bi-
rouri Orasul Parc a ajuns la 60.000 m?, prin depasirea limi-
telor de ndltime permise si prin modificdri aduse proiectului.
Clddirea numdrd 280 de locuinte si apartamente de lux, pretul
de constructie find de aproximativ 45.000 de euro.

Novi Sad/l | martie 2010

> T ultimii patru ani, doar 19 din cele aproximativ 447 de complexe
militare (4.870 de hectare de teren si 2.196 de cladiri) au fost
vindute sau schimbate cu administratiile locale. n 2006, gu-
vernul sirb a adoptat un plan fn conformitate cu care, pind la
sfirsitul anului 2010, toate aceste complexe ar trebui vindute
prin licitatie publicd sau cedate catre administratiile locale
(pentru o taxa sau prin schimbul de proprietate sub forma de
apartamente) — dar exclusiv in functie de criteriile pietei. In
majoritatea cazurilor, orasele nu dispun de rezervele bugetare
necesare sau de apartamente care ar putea fi oferite in schim-
bul acestor amplasamente urbane importante din punct de
vedere strategic.

Serbia/l10 mai 2010

> Finalizarea celor mai mari trei proiecte rezidential-comerciale din
Novi Sad este stopatd: Centrul Bulevard, Orasul Parc si Zoned.
Conform planurilor, primii locuitori ai complexului de lux Ora-
sul Parc ar fi trebuit sd se mute in cursul lunii octombrie 2009.

Novi Sad/27 iulie 2010

> Numarul de apartamente construite in Novi Sad Tn cursul anului
2009 este de aproximativ 20 de ori mai mic decit in anii ante-
riori. Sindicatul muncitorilor din constructii dezvaluie statistici
alarmante: in 2006, s-au construit 18.162 de apartamente, n
2007 — 19.049, 1n 2008 — 19.800, iar in 2009 doar 1.242.
Dintre acestea, doar 72 de locuinte au fost vindute. Demn de
remarcat: intre 1945 si 1999, un total de 50.000 de cladiri au
fost ridicate in Novi Sad.

Novi Sad/6 august 2010

> Din ,ratiuni crestine”, Aleksandar Constructii (Aleksandar grad-
nja) de la Novi Sad preia Vondel Capital si proiectul exclu-
sivist Orasul Parc. Vondel a dat faliment, iar datoriile sale au
ajuns la 35 de milioane de euro. Cladirile neterminate sint
transferate fard platd, dar cu asumarea tuturor datoriilor
cdtre clienti si catre Raiffeisen Bank. Fostul director de la
Aleksandar Constructii (fost director al sucursalei Novi Sad
a Raiffeisen Bank) devine noul director al Vondel Capital. In-
vestitorii olandezi decid sd inceteze orice investitii suplimen-
tare in Novi Sad.

Novi Sad/10-16 august 2010

> lafiintd Initiativa Cetateneasca Srdj Este al Nostru. Activisti din Za-
greb de la Dreptul la Oras si Actiunea Verde i s-au alaturat
pentru a se opune ,apartamentizarii* din Srdj (dealul cu vedere
de deasupra orasului), sub pretextul construirii unui teren de
golf. Initiativele fac presiuni pentru a se respinge printr-o audie-
re publicd propunerea Planului Urbanistic pentru Srdj — care ar
ldsa ultima zond strategica destinatd extinderii orasului exclusiv
la mina persoanelor fizice si a capitalului.

Dubrovnik-Zagreb/septembrie 2010

> Hoto Group anuntd inceperea vinzarii de apartamente fn com-
plexul Pasajul Florilor. Sint puse in vinzare un total de 56 de
apartamente, dintre care 46 avind intre 65 si 230 m? si cinci
apartamente de tip penthouse de lux, avind intre 300 si 435
m?, numite de investitor Zagreb Crystals. Preturile variaza in-
tre 5.000 si 8.500 euro/m?.

Zagreb/14 octombrie 2010

> Investigind cazul Pasajul Florilor, ziarul Jutarnji List publicd stirea cd
Biroul pentru Combaterea Coruptiei si Crimei Organizate
(USKOK) efectueaza o anchetd speciald vizind practica autori-
tatilor orasului Zagreb de a schimba planurile zonale folosind
proceduri ilegale care favorizeaza investitorii privati in detri-
mentul interesului public.

Zagreb/noiembrie 2010

> Compania publicd Sedii de Birouri (Poslovni prostor) si Primaria
orasului Novi Sad pldnuiesc reconstruirea fmprejurimilor isto-
rice locuite ale fortdretei Petrovaradin si convertirea intr-un
scop care nu e clar definit. in unele declaratii, accentul e pus
pe conservarea patrimoniului cultural si istoric, iar altele vizea-
zd scopuri turistice si de piatd. Compania Sedii de Birouri va
reglementa utilizarea spatiului in zond, iar festivalul muzical Exit
este mentionat ca unul dintre principalii utilizatori.

Novi Sad/21 noiembrie 2010

> La Novi Sad este anuntatd construirea a patru cladiri rezidential-
comerciale. Sedii de Birouri le va oferi locuitorilor din fm-
prejurimile istorice ale fortaretei Petrovaradin, in schimbul
apartamentelor lor. Majoritatea noilor terenuri de constructii
sint litigioase si sint neautorizate pentru constructii.

Novi Sad/23 noiembrie 2010

Studiu de caz in Novi Sad:
complexele militare

TRAFICANTI DE TE-
RENURI VALOROASE

Sase complexe militare — in amplasamente-cheie
din Novi Sad — vor fi demilitarizate si licitate.

Ca ofertant prim si privilegiat, municipalitatea are
posibilitatea de a obtine aceste amplasamente, dar,
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in acelasi timp, e obligatd sa le plateasca din bugetul
local Ministerului Apdrdrii. Obstacolul principal este
nsd lipsa de viziune si de mijloace financiare pentru
dezvoltarea unor astfel de amplasamente pentru
folosirea comund, de exemplu, n scopuri publice.
Desi e un partener nonprofit, e cel mai probabil ca
municipalitatea va cumpdra si revinde, intr-o manie-
ra controversata, cele mai bune amplasamente in-
vestitorilor privati, indiferent de potentialul lor public
si de continutul lor actual.

Studiu de caz in Novi Sad:
Cetatea si imprejurimile sale

DEVASTATA PENTRU
PROFIT?

Cetatea Petrovaradin, cu imprejurimile ei istorice
dardpanate, poate parea o parte neamenajata a
Novi Sadului, dar e ideald pentru distiguri bazate pe
valori culturale si istorice. Principalii jucdtori sint deja
in pozitia de start, pentru ca in joc sint complexe
militare excedentare, proprietdtile imobiliare ieftine
ale cartierelor de locuinte la scara mica si potentialul
de afi catalogate ca situri ale Patrimoniului Mondial
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UNESCO. Locuitorilor li se ofera locuinte la schimb
in alte pdrti ale orasului, astfel incit apartamentele
lor renovate si rearanjate ar putea deveni parte
dintr-un obiectiv turistic profitabil — care implica ine-
vitabil festivalul muzical Exit.

LEGISLATIE
SI LEGALIZARE

— destinate a fi instrumente
de reglementare, in realitate
ele devin mijloace de deregle-
mentare a orasului si societatii.

> Asociatia O Mie de Victime este Tnfiintatad in scopul de a imbunatati
pozitia cumpardtorilor de proprietdti imobiliare din Serbia. Ini-
tiativa apartine unor persoane care cu aniin urma au cumpa-
rat apartamente de la companiile imobiliare Stankom si Delta
Legal, acum blocate din punct de vedere legal, pe terenul Film
City. Apartamentele lor, la fel ca acelea ale multor cumparatori
de proprietati imobiliare din Serbia inselati si tratati inadecvat,
sint incd neterminate.

Belgrad/iunie 2008

> Printr-o procedura de urgentd, Parlamentul croat adoptd o lege
privind terenurile de golf, declarind golful un serviciu de im-

This diagram starts from 230 ha of military
complexes — on key locations in Novi Sad —
that will be brought to auction. The City has
the opportunity to obtain them as prefer-
enced, first bidder. The yellow part shows
the actions taken by the City (a non-profit
public body) simplified to yes/maybe/no
answers that point out that the only interest
of the city is a short-term profit through
selling them to private developers, while
many decisions to be made along this path
would be against public interest.

Credit: kurir.rs
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The Petrovaradin Fortress is a vital cash-cow
for the city. Exploited for events like Exit
festival, and with little investment put in,
the fortress and its dilapidated historical
surrounding are on the verge of a collapse
— literally. Following the outline of the
fortress, the drawing shows the different
spaces (green) and programs competing
for space (already active - blue, and orange
- upstarting) coming together in a strive for
“profit from tourism”.

portanta nationald. O parte a unui viitor teren de golf poate fi
folositd pentru dezvoltarea imobiliard si pind la 20% din supra-
fata necesara poate fi expropriatd. in aceeasi zi e adoptatd o
lege a terenurilor agricole, care permite transformarea tere-
nurilor agricole in terenuri de golf, fird compensatie, inaugu-
rind o zond imensd de manipulare.

Zagreb/18 decembrie 2008

> Planul strategic de dezvoltare a Pristinei 2040, realizat de trei insti-
tute germane in 2001, solicita impartirea clard in trei zone di-
ferite. Acesta e de mult depdsit si imposibil de pus Tn aplicare,
ntrucit intre timp zonele s-au modificat drastic, fdrd a respecta
planul.

Pristina/2009

> Ca urmare a independentei Kosovo, noua realitate economicd (cu
investitii private, Tmprumuturi bancare si conferinte internatio-
nale ale donatorilor) creeaza contextul pentru investitii masive
n zona nereglementatd a constructilor. Mii de cladiri ilegale
apar la Pristina. Dificultatea de a obtine autorizatii de construc-
tie stimuleaza si mai mult ilegalitdtile. Tn 2008, au fost acordate
doar aproximativ 60 de autorizatii.

Pristina/2009

> O campanie la scard largd si o petitie a cetatenilor si ONG-urilor
vizeaza respingerea unui studiu de amplasament si o evaluare
strategicd de mediu pentru insula St. Marco din golful Kotor. Tn
locul actualului si modestului {Club Mediterané, noul plan are
n proiect facilitati turistice la scara larga si extinderea insulelor,
prin cimentarea zonei maritime, la peste 100.000 m?.

Golful Kotor/20 ianuarie 2009

> Actiunea Verde, Transparency International Croatia, GONG si Is-
tria Veerde depun o plingere oficiald la Curtea Constitutionala
Croatd Impotriva controversatei legi privind terenurile de goff,
argumentind cd aceasta incalcd |0 articole din Constitutie.

Zagreb/februarie 2009

> Aproximativ 300 de sdteni din Posavina, la sud de Zagreb, incep o
batdlie juridica pentru a proteja |27 de hectare din terenul lor
arabil — teren pe care statul doreste sa-I atribuie unor cameni
de afaceri pentru un teren de golf. Acestia se intreabd de ce,
in loc sd le ocupe terenurile agricole, jucatorilor de golf nu li
se oferd acces la o parte din cele 1.200 de hectare de teren
din apropiere, aflate in proprietatea statului.

Zagreb/22 februarie 2009

> Ministrul mediului si amenajdrii teritoriului sustine cd, dupd intro-
ducerea Legii planificarii si constructiilor din 2003, legislatia
gresitd a avut ca rezultat aparitia a 50.000 de noi cladiri ilegale
n Belgrad. De atunci, creditele pentru constructii au slujit
doar la consolidarea investitiilor ilegale/la limita legii.

Belgrad/aprilie 2009

> O lege temporara cu privire la proceduri si conditii de construire,
menitd a stimula investitile, este pusd in aplicare. Aceasta sim-
plificd procedurile birocratice pentru client si omite necesitatea
unei autorizatii de constructie. Aceasta lege va fi valabild pind la
sfirsitul anului 2010.

Zagreb/5 iunie 2009

> Nebunia achizitiondrii de terenuri de-a lungul viitoarei sosele de
centurd a Belgradului este amplificatd de o preconizata schim-
bare a destinatiei terenului in planul urbanistic. Planul include
transformarea a circa 800 de hectare de teren agricol in
amplasamente pentru parcuri tehnologice. Se asteaptd ca
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pretul terenului, dupa schimbarea destinatiei, s fie de 40 de
ori mai mare decit in prezent.

Belgrad/|18 iunie 2009

> lafiintd initiativa Protejati Padurea Zvezdara, care se opune trans-
formdrii a 2,45 de hectare de padure in terenuri de construc-
tie pentru extinderea unui spital si construirea unei biserici.
Este a doua initiativa recenta care solicitd consultantd de la
initiativa de succes Al Cincilea Parc.

Belgrad/august 2009

> ONG-ul Archis Intervention Pristina redacteaza un ,Manual pri-
vind legalizarea structurilor construite fard autorizatie”.

Pristina/august 2009

> Ministrul mediului si amenajdrii teritoriului solicitd ca toate cladirile
construite ilegal in Serbia sd fie terminate Tnainte ca noua lege
a proiectarii si constructiilor sa fie adoptatd de parlament.
Odatd ce legea va intra in vigoare, legalizarea va fi mult mai
dificild, dar obtinerea autorizatilor de construire va fi mult mai
rapidd, spune ministrul.

Belgrad/27 august 2009

> Noua Lege a proiectdrii si constructiilor, care reglementeaza si le-
galizarea cladirilor construite fard autorizatie pind in mai 2003,
intrd in vigoare. La momentul termenului-limitd de aplicare
pentru procedura de legalizare din martie 2010, pe teritoriul
Serbiei vor fi depuse peste 700.000 de cereri, dintre care
37.000 in Novi Sad — o treime din valoarea totald a clddirilor
din oras.

Novi Sad/l | septembrie 2009

> MANS (Reteaua pentru Afirmarea Sectorului ONG-urilor) de la
Podgorica initiazd o actiune fmpotriva distrugerii zonei Lipci
din golful Kotor, protejatd de UNESCO. Aici, un investitor pri-
vat necunoscut excaveaza fard autorizatie zona litoralului si
arunca deseurile in mare. Inspectorii care viziteazd situl minier
sint aruncati in mare.

Golful Kotor/12 septembrie 2009

> Majoritatea locuitorilor din asezarile Telep, Adice, Klisa, Sajlovo si
Bosnia Micd din Novi Sad se aprovizioneazd cu energie elec-
trica folosind conexiuni ilegale. Datoria la energie electricd a
locuitorilor din Novi Sad se ridicd la circa 188 de milioane de
euro.

Novi Sad/29 noiembrie 2009

> Initiativa Dreptul la Oras si peste 600 de cetateni prezenti inain-
teaza Inspectoratului de urbanism al Ministerului Mediului,
Planificarii Teritoriului si Constructiilor o listd cu neregularitdti
juridice legate de planul detaliat al contestatului bloc din Piata
Florilor.

Zagreb/februarie 2010

> Presedintele Comitetului Helsinki croat precizeazd intr-o scrisoare
deschisa cdtre prim-ministrul Croatiei, Jadranka Kosor, ca ,Le-
gea cu privire la terenurile de golf ascunde un furt in valoare
de 40 de miliarde".

Zagreb/februarie 2010

> Se pregdtesc amendamente la Legea din 2009 privind planificarea
si constructiile, vizind relatiile de proprietate si accelerarea
procedurilor. Avind in vedere ca Primaria din Belgrad nu are
reglementdri valabile pentru autorizatii de construire si drep-
turile de conversie a terenurilor (de la dreptul de utilizare la
dreptul de proprietate), nicio autorizatie de construire nu este
eliberatd timp de patru luni.

Belgrad/iulie 2010

> Curtea Constitutionald descoperd nereguli la cele mai recente
modificari aduse Planului Urbanistic Detaliat din Skopje. Dato-
ritd recursului facut de profesorul Miroslav Grcey, cel mai
recent plan este anulat. In ciuda acestui fapt, guvernul nu iain
considerare decizia instantei. Acesta indeamna la continuarea
tuturor lucrdrilor incepute.

Skopje/iulie 2010

> Tn acord cu FMI, Guvernul Serbiei adoptd o decizie (dar nu o le-
ge) de crestere a impozitelor pe proprietate, in special pe
case de lux, iahturi si masini. Guvernele locale sint deosebit
de interesate de asta, pentru ca veniturile ar intra in bugetele
municipale. Cu toate acestea, cei care ar trebui sd plateasca
taxa se revoltd, deoarece prin aceasta Serbia instituie cele mai
ridicate taxe pe proprietati din regiune, in timp ce municipali-
tatile vind terenuri de constructie pentru investitori la preturi
sub valoarea de piatd.

Serbia/l3 iulie 2010

> Prin implementarea unui registru unic, pe viitor fiecare client va
putea sd verifice fiabilitatea dezvoltatorului viitoarei sale pro-
prietdti — Tnainte de semnarea unui contract pentru cumpara-
rea unui apartament. Se presupune ca aceastd procedurd va
fmpiedica numeroasele cazuri de cumparare dubld sau chiar
tripla a apartamentelor.

Serbia/24 august 2010

> Autoritatile locale resping planul propus de dezvoltare urband care
ar transforma dealul Srdj intr-un teren de golf cu un sat turis-
tic. Planul depaseste cu mult parametrii de constructie regle-
mentati prin planul de urbanism regional.

Dubrovnik/septembrie 2010

> Dintre cele 37.000 de cereri depuse pentru legalizare, adminis-
tratia orasului reuseste sd proceseze doar 1.000 — intr-o ju-
matate de an.

Novi Sad/27 septembrie 2010

> fn ciuda amenintdrilor, membrii asociatiei Bulevardul de Sud 128
decid sa angajeze paznici de securitate privati, sa-si preia apar-
tamentele (inca neterminate) si sd schimbe ncuietorile aparta-
mentelor si ale santierului. Ei negociaza modalitdtile prin care
ar putea finaliza ei insisi lucrdrile si a se muta in cele din urma
n apartamentele lor — aflate in constructie din 2003. Unele
apartamente fuseserd vindute de douad sau de mai multe ori
unor proprietari diferiti. Dezvoltatorul este in arest.

Belgrad/octombrie 2010

CONSTRUIREA
IDENTITATII

- in societatile ,,de tranzitie®,
investitiile (publice) joaca un
rol important ca instrumente
in conturarea identitatii — de la
cea antica la cea EUropeana.

> Incepe constructia Muzeului Luptei Macedonene si a Muzeului
Victimelor Comunismului, initiate si finantate de Ministerul
Culturii. Tn cadrul concursului de arhitectur, cistigs singura pro-
punere neoclasicd. De la ultimele alegeri nationale, stilul cvasi-
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,antic* e favorizat, in scopul de a consolida istoria de curind
aparutd a Macedoniei.

Skopje/2008

> Filmul francez Banlieue |3: Ultimatum, produs de Luc Besson, se
turneaza in blocurile din Noul Belgrad. Noul Belgrad infati-
seazd un ghetou parizian apocaliptic din anul 2013. La sfirsitul
filmului, Noul Belgrad (respectiv Cartierul |3) e aruncat in aer,
pentru a face loc unui oras multicuttural nou, superior.

Belgrad/august 2008

> De dnd o companie iflandezo-muntenegreand |-a cumparat in
2006, hotelul Fjord (unul dintre cele mai mari din Kotor), in-
chis si devastat, asteapta sd fie demolat. Fara a consulta prima-
ria, prima propunere, de tip ,Disney", pentru un hotel nou
apare n ziare in 2006. Ea apartine companiei publice, infiin-
tate de stat, Binele Litoralului (Morsko Dobro) — creatd pen-
tru a gestiona si dezvolta litoralul Muntenegrului. Cele mai
multe dintre planurile lor sint facute fara acordul oraselor de
pe litoral, in timp ce profiturile de pe urma dezvoltarii si priva-
tizarii merg la stat. Binele Litoralului e cunoscutd, popular, sub
numele de ,Raul Litoralului®.

Golful Kotor/19 ianuarie 2009

> Podul Moscova (Moskovski most) se deschide de Ziua Eliberarii in
Podgorica. Acest pod pietonal este partial un cadou din partea
Moscovei (60%), In timp ce orasul pliteste 40%. Podul se afld
in afara fluxului de persoane, dar slujeste ambitiei investitorului
— aceea de a avea o asociere noud, mai strinsd, cu Rusia.

Podgorica/19 decembrie 2008

> Casa ,Maica Tereza" se deschide n zona pietonald Skopje. Cladi-
rea, eclectica, amplasatd in inima centrului modernist al orasu-
lui, provoacd reactii intense.

Skopje/30 ianuarie 2009

> Dupa ce polemicile legate de construirea noii biserici ortodoxe in
piata Macedonia, principala piatd a orasului, ating apogeul,
constructia intimpind noi probleme. Un canal colector princi-
pal se afld chiar sub locul viitoarei biserici, motiv pentru care
primarul cere redirectionarea conductei, in timp ce inginerii
ramin la parerea cd acest lucru nu este posibil. Apoi, comuni-
tatea musulmand solicitd ca moscheea care a existat aici fnain-
te de 1930 si fie reconstruita. In cele din urma, in cadrul unei
licitatii publice, o singurd companie de constructii (Granit) face
o ofertd — in valoare de |6 milioane de euro. Nivelul preturi-
lor pune constructia bisericii pe lista de asteptare.

Skopje/primavara 2009

> La |0 ani dupa ce a fost distrus de bombardamentele NATO, tur-
nul TV Avala este reconstruit in stilul anilor 1960. Astdzi, astfel
de turnuri TV sint depasite tehnologic.

Belgrad/29 aprilie 2009

> Centrul dezbaterii privind viitorul pietei Macedonia trece de la pla-
nificata bisericd ortodoxa la propunerea statuii lui Alexandru
cel Mare (22 de metri indltime, cu un cost de 4,5 milioane de
euro).

Skopje/7 mai 2009

> E actualizat proiectul Stadionului de Cuttura. Aceastd initiativd din
2004 a Centrului pentru Noile Media kuda.org readuce la viatd
terenul de handbal devastat din Parcul Dundrii, transformindu-I
ntr-o fadilitate sportiva si culturald publica. In primavara lui 2009,
nntelegere cu primdria, pentru a face ca proiectul s avanseze,
se fac aranjamente pentru recomandari din partea Asociatiei
Arhitectilor si pentru aprobarea Institutului Republican de Prote-
jare a Naturii, in scopul posibilei implementari. Acum, stadionul
ar putea primi bani prin finantare internationald si sponsorizare
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locald, pentru ca realizarea sa sa nu ncarce bugetul local. Sur-
prinzdtor, municipalitatea rdmine necooperanta.

Novi Sad/toamna anului 2009

> Se lanseazd o campanie de promovare a bulevardului Europa,
tocmai finalizat.

Novi Sad/10 noiembrie 2010

> Noua Strategie de Dezvoltare Economica din Novi Sad e finantatd
de USAID. Cu ocazia lansdrii strategiei, ambasadorul ameri-
can Mary Warlick afirmd cd turismul si agricultura sint ramurile
economice pe care Novi Sadul ar trebui sa-si sprijine dezvol-
tarea.

Novi Sad/27 noiembrie 2009

> Schimbidrile recente ale Planului Urbanistic Detaliat pentru centrul
orasului Skopje introduc 50 de sculpturi, 20 de statui mari, un
obelisc, porti de triumf, un pod pavat cu sticld si cu |5 sculp-
turi, o bisericd in piata principald... si o serie de cladiri publice
chiar pe malul rului Vardar. In locul unui spatiu public de-a
lungul riului si al complexului cultural planificat in zona cu cld-
dirile moderniste ale Operei si Baletului macedonean, orasul
va primi un ,zid" de clddiri neoantice addpostind Curtea Con-
stitutionald, Ministerul de Interne etc.

Skopje/ianuarie 2010

> Controversatul video promotional ,Skopje 2014" — o vizualizare a
proiectului de renovare a centrului orasului in stil cvasiantic —
este Tn sfirsit lansat in mass-media macedoneand. Reactiile pu-
blice variaza de la laudd la resentimente si neincredere. Din
2007, peste 20 de milioane de euro au fost investite n prega-
tirea proiectului. Se estimeazd ca pina in 2014, costurile se
vor ridica la 90-100 de milioane de euro.

Skopje/5 februarie 2010

> Ziarul Jutarnji List afirmd cd ,americanii sint interesati de realizarea
unui Muzeu Guggenheim la Pula si de investitii de milioane de
dolari in activitdti turistice, rezidentiale si nu numai“. Daca se
concretizeazd, aceasta ar fi cea mai mare investitie americana
n Croatia si ar pune Pula pe harta prestigioasa cu muzee
Guggenheim, care cuprinde New Yorkul, Venetia, Berlinul
si Bilbao. Muzeul din Bilbao numard anual peste un milion de
vizitatori, are 4.500 de angajati si contribuie cu |.8 miliarde de
euro la PIB-ul spaniol, dar cel din Las Vegas a esuat, iar cel
planificat in Rio de Janeiro nu a fost construit niciodatd.

Pula/13 iunie 2010

> Sediul Guggenheim din New York neagd stirile despre construirea
unui Muzeu Guggenheim la Pula, desi informatia a fost confir-
matd de biroul prim-ministrului Croatiei, Jadranka Kosor.
Rémine intrebarea dacd prim-ministrul i-a inselat in mod deli-
berat pe cetdteni sau dacd guvernul a omis sa verifice seriozi-
tatea zvonurilor, sustine ziarul Novi List.

Pula/17 iunie 2010

> T timp ce marile muzee de arti din Belgrad sint inchise pentru re-
constructie de peste cinci ani, la marginea orasului ia nastere o
serie tipicd de institutii culturale independente. Pe lingd Muze-
ul Macura din Banovci (construit de colectionarul Viadimir
Macura, care locuieste la Viena), International Test Side Z1 din
Ritopek (initiat de Dragan li¢, un artist din New York si Bel-
grad), apare Cooperativa de Artd Liberd Al Treilea Belgrad din
Krnjaca — la initiativa a opt artisti. Radioteleviziunea sirba difu-
zeazd emisiunea TV ,Zona artistica: cararea artistica a Du-
narii“, despre aceasta rutd artisticd alternativa de-a lungul
Dundrii.

Belgrad-Dunare/iulie 2010



> Municipalitatea din Cair prezinta planul pentru noua piatd Skander-
beg (in asa-numita parte albaneza a orasului). Comparativ cu
principala piatd, Macedonia, aceasta ar trebui sd fie de doud ori
mai mare, fara sculpturi si alte obiecte introduse in spatiul public.

Skopje/septembrie 2010

> Incepe constructia Arcului de Triumf clasicist din centrul orasului.
Desi de data aceasta majoritatea oamenilor se opun proiectu-
lui, nimic nu poate opri realizarea acestuia.

Skopje/noiembrie 2010

> Acincea si ultima editie a Festivalului ,Operatiunea: Orasul* are
loc la Unitatea Fabricilor (Pogon Jedinstvo), clubul cuttural
independent Mlastina (Mocvara), Centrul Cuttural Autonom
Medika si fosta distilerie Badel. Concentrindu-se asupra po-
tentialului fostelor fabrici in calitate de centre de cultura inde-
pendente din Zagreb, festivalul prezinta noi forme de viatd
publicd si posibile directii pentru dezvoltarea orasului.

Zagreb/24 septembrie — 3 octombrie 2010

INFRASTRUCTURA

— unul dintre putinele domenii
in care se fac investitii publice
substantiale, dar si o zona care
se preteaza usor la deturnarea
unor mari sume de bani.

> Primarul tocmai ales al Belgradului, Dragan Djilas, afirma: ,Dacd
aceasta administratie rezista patru ani, vad Belgradul ca avind
un [nou] pod construit, problemele de infrastructura rezolva-
te, un trafic mai bun — un oras luminos si curat”.

Belgrad/19 august 2008

> Dupad o intirziere de 18 ani, o sectiune a soselei de centura din ju-
rul Belgradului este in cele din urma deschisd.

Belgrad/noiembrie 2008

> Doua sdli de sport din Futog si Klisa, construite ca promisiune pre-
electorald de guvernul Partidului Radical, au avut anul trecut
cheltuieli de 300.000 de euro, primiti de la compania publicd
Sedii de Birouri — doar pentru intretinere. Din noiembrie 2008,
o modernd piscind interioara din Klisa, a carei constructie costd
cinci milioane de euro, se adaugd la bugetul public strimtorat. Tn
iunie 2010, devine clar faptul cd, din cauza pretului de inchiriere
ridicat, aceste facilitati sint folosite fntr-o micd masura.

Novi Sad/ianuarie 2009

> Tncepe construirea podului peste Ada Ciganlija, primul pod care
urmeaza sd fie construit la Belgrad in 38 de ani. Constructia
este finantatd printr-un credit de la Banca Europeana pentru
Reconstructie si Dezvoltare.

Belgrad/l decembrie 2008

> Tncep negocierile intre guvernele sirb si chinez cu privire la un nou
pod peste Dundre, intre Zemun si Borca. Acesta va fi finantat
de guvernul chinez printr-un Tmprumut de la Banca de Ex-
port-Import chinezd. Se convine ca lucrarile sé fie incredintate
unor companii chineze, chiar daca companiile sirbe au sufici-
entd expertiza. Podul creste potentialul unui nou cartier al
orasului — Al Treilea Belgrad — care urmeaza sd fie construit pe
un teren agricol.

Belgrad/mai 2009

> Cu citeva zile Tnaintea alegerilor, prim-ministrul albanez Sali Berisha
prezintd o realizare majora atribuita guvernului sdu — o noud
portiune finalizatd a autostrazii ce leaga Durrés de Kosovo,
poreclita Autostrada Patriotica. Criticii ridica probleme legate
de momentul anuntului si de finantare.

Kosovo-Durrés/25 iunie 2009

> Primdria Zagrebului supune discutiei publice planul unei uzine de
incinerare a deseurilor. Comunitatea locala si ONG-urile eco-
logiste se opun planului si preconizeazd construirea unei uzine
biologice si mecanice de tratare a deseurilor.

Zagreb/10 iulie 2009

> Ca parte a proiectului artistic ,Fluxul de sub noi*, Nebojsa Miliki¢
et al./Centrul Cultural Rex cartografiazd un potential sistem de
canalizare care ar fi construit in comun de cetdtenii din Kalud-
jerica, cel mai mare cartier construit ,ilegal” la Belgrad.

Belgrad/Kaludjerica, august 2009

> Primdria Belgradului anuntd reconstructia celei mai lungi strazi din
Belgrad, bulevardul Regelui Alexandru, fard a anunta conditiile
In care se va realiza proiectul. In curind iese la iveali c3 platanii
— simbol al bulevardului inca din anii 1920 — vor trebui taiati,
din cauzi i ar fi bolnavi. In ciuda rapoartelor Facultitii de Sil-
viculturd (dintre 2006 si 2008) cd arborii sint in stare bund si a
considerabilei opozitii publice, lucrdrile Tncep.

Belgrad/februarie 2010

> Dis-de-dimineatd, in ziua in care e planificata tdierea primul platan
de pe bulevardul Regelui Alexandru, Viadimir Zivanovié, in
Virsta de 24 ani, absolvent de limba chinezd, alege copacul cu
numarul |98 si incepe sa-| pazeascd non-stop — pentru a-| salva
de la tiere. In cindi zle, el stringe 2.260 de semnituri si incepe
o campanie publicd pentru salvarea copacului. Pe 25 iunie,
dupd ce reuseste sa-| pazeasca | 19 zile siin pofida acordului
anterior de a-| salva, copacul e tdiat sub protectia politiei.

Belgrad/26 februarie 2010

> |van Kucina si studentii sdi de la Facultatea de Arhitectura schiteaza
conturul celui de-al Cincilea Parc la fata locului. Proiectul lor e
rezultatul unui proces de lucru de opt luni cu locuitorii din zo-
na parcului si e primul proiect arhitectural autoinitiat de acest
gen din Belgrad. La aproape doi ani dupa ce lupta durd fmpo-
triva construirii unei cladiri de birouri pe locul micului ,lor®
parc a reusit, niciuna dintre institutiile orasului nu si-a nsusit
responsabilitatea reabilitdrii parcului, care este incd devastat.

Belgrad/l mai 2010

> Municipalitatea Belgradului initiazd actiunea ,Prezent pentru Bule-
vard”, pentru colectarea de fonduri pentru noi platani, care sa-i
nlocuiascd pe cei deja tdiati in timpul refacerii strazii. Cetdtenii si
ntreprinderile sint invitati sd ,cumpere" unul dintre cei 450 de
copadi care vor purta numele sponsorului dupd ce vor fi plantati.

Belgrad/iunie 2010

> Se semneaza contractul de |,5 milioane de euro pentru constru-
irea unui nou pod pe pilonii ramasi de la podul Franz Josef
(demolat Tn timpul celui de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial). Podul
urmeazd sd aibd patru benzi de circulatie si doud tuneluri pe
sub Cetate. Se estimeaza ca va costa undeva intre 30 si 40 de
milioane de euro. Expertii sint de pdrere ca tunelul amenintd
stabilitatea Cetatii, precum si candidatura acesteia la patrimo-
niul Mondial UNESCO.

Novi Sad/iulie 2010

> lafiintd Initiativa Bicicletelor din Novi Sad, dupa revolta cetdtenilor,
,Revolutia bicicletei acum®, care a avut loc cu ocazia amenda-
rii bruste si energice a biciclistilor din zona pietonala.

Novi Sad/iulie 2010
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> Sint inaugurate trei centre de inchiriat biciclete de oras, iar proiec-
tul are un mare succes. Cu toate acestea, la o lund, din cauza
controlului insuficient, a neglijentei cetatenilor si a infrastructu-
rii modeste a orasului, cele mai multe biciclete sint deteriora-
te. Cu trei luni in urmad, studenti de la Arhitectura schitasera in
mod voluntar piste urbane pentru biciclete — un cadou neglijat
de primarie.

Skopje/august 2010

> Compania publica Serviciul de Parcare introduce taxe de parcare in
zona rezidentiald Grbavica. Locuitorii se revoltd, ardtind ca noi-
le locuri de parcare sint trasate pe strazi distruse, trotuare de-
vastate si chiar in noroi. Locuitorii semneaza o petitie impotriva
taxelor, iar pe Facebook se formeaza grupul ,Opriti amenzile
Serviciului de Parcare din Novi Sad", cu 6.500 de membri.

Novi Sad/22 august 2010

> Fard a avea un mandat clar, compania Serviciul de Parcare ocupd
efectiv spatiile publice libere din Novi Sad pentru a face profit.
T ciuda deciziei luate n urma unui concurs de arhitectura din
2005 de a utiliza piata Trifkovi¢ ca zond pietonald, acestia o trans-
formd dintr-o parcare temporard intr-una permanentd. Piata
de cereale e transformatd, Tn aceste zile, intr-o manierd simi-
lard: Vom schimba asfaltul, care e plin de gropi, si vom obtine
o suprafatd de parcare frumoasa“, declard Serviciul de Parcare.

Novi Sad/16 octombrie 2010

> Anuntul cd Primdria Belgradului va face un alt imprumut de 90 de
milioane de euro de la Banca Europeand de Investitii, pentru
construirea unor drumuri de acces spre noul pod peste Ada
Ciganlija, amplificd indoielile deja existente cd acest proiect
ambitios este o groapad fara fund din punct de vedere financiar.
Acest al patrulea Tmprumut arata cd bugetul initial de 160 de
milioane de euro destinat podului a fost calculat gresit si ca se
va imprumuta un total de 290 de milioane de euro (la care se
adaugd alte 120 de milioane dobindad).

Belgrad/noiembrie 2010

> Pentru continuarea constructiei (inceputa in 1977) a noii Gari
Centrale din Prokop si a nodului de cale ferata Belgrad vor fi
folosite fmprumuturi rusesti — asta presupunind folosirea unor
companii rusesti la lucrdrile de constructie. Cu doi ani Tnainte,
se incheiase un acord cu Energoprojekt, de la Belgrad, pentru
terminarea gdrii in doar 18 luni.

Belgrad/noiembrie 2010

> Prin punerea pietrei de temelie a viitorului pod al prieteniei sirbo-
chineze, presedintele sirb Boris Tadi¢ si presedintele Comite-
tului Permanent al Congresului Poporului din China, Wu
Banguo, Tncep simbolic constructia noului pod peste Dundre.
Banca de Export-Import Chineza crediteazd constructia, iar
contractorul proiectului n valoare de 170 de milioane de euro
este China Road and Bridge Corporation.

Belgrad/noiembrie 2010

> O echipd de la Discovery Channel inregistreazd la Belgrad o emisiu-
ne despre constructia podului peste Ada Ciganlija, care, odatd fi-
nalizat, va fi al treilea cel mai mare pod cu pilon unic din Europa.

Belgrad/noiembrie 2010

ROLUL PROFESIEI

— arhitectii si urbanistii sint ac-
tori importanti, dar relativ ne-
putinciosi in economia dura

a dezvoltarii imobiliare. Sa fie
grupurile neinstitutionale de la
periferia profesiei constiinta
ramasa a acesteia?

> Printr-o modificare a Legii autonomiei locale, posturile de mem-
bru al Consiliului Municipal pentru Urbanism si de arhitect
municipal sint comasate.

Novi Sad/mai 2008

> Premiile substantiale ale competitiilor din Macedonia ocupd timpul
arhitectilor. Revista Kapital dezvaluie cine profita: onorariul zil-
nic pentru un membru al juriului echivaleaza cu salariul pe doua
luni de la Facultatea de Arhitecturd.

Skopje/iunie 2008

> |0 asistenti de la Facultatea de Arhitecturd din Podgorica demisio-
neazd in masd, din cauza dezacordurilor si a imposibilitétii de a
dialoga cu decanul. Asistentii, care fac parte din prima genera-
tie de profesori ai facultdtii infiintate Tn anul 2002, sint printre
cei mai buni arhitecti tineri din Muntenegru.

Podgorica/18 iunie 2008

> Se lanseazd revista lunara Kvart. Aceastd revistd privatd de arhitec-
turd, design si stil de viatd e singura revistd din Serbia care se
ocupd de arhitecturd in mod regulat. Dupd 18 numere, pro-
duse de colaboratori entuziasti, aceasta dispare n vara anului
2010, din cauza lipsei de bani.

Belgrad/septembrie 2008

> Platforma 9.81 — Institutul de Cercetare in Arhitecturd, un ONG
care de ani de zile descoperad petele albe si negre ale planifica-
rii urbane si ale tranzitiei din Zagreb, initiaza un centru social
temporar pentru evenimente culturale si comunitare din
aceastd zond a Zagrebului in locul defunctului cinema Mosor,
aflat in prezent in miinile fondului de privatizare croat.

Zagreb/3 octombrie 2008

> Conferinta , Linia frontului neoliberal: lupte urbane in societatile
postsocialiste”, tinutd la cinema Mosor, chestioneazd schim-
barile spatiale si sociale in orasul contemporan.

Zagreb/4-7 decembrie 2008

> Proiectul SIRP (Programul pentru Colonizare si Refugiati din Ser-
bia), cu o duratd de patru ani, initiat de Habitat ONU n Ser-
bia, se finalizeaza cu realizarea a sapte proiecte-pilot de
locuinte sociale Tn orasele din Serbia — un proces participativ
exceptional care a implicat administratiile locale, ONG-urile
locale si arhitecti.

Belgrad-Serbia/decembrie 2008

,IN-a mai fost vorba de es-

oltarea orasului s-a redus la
dimensiunea parcelei, nu la
one mai largi sau asezari.




> Existd plingeri cd, din cauza lipsei indelungate a unui nou director,
n urma alegerilor nationale, Institutul de Urbanism ,nu pro-
duce amplasamente” pentru noi proiecte.

Belgrad/sfirsitul anului 2008

> De laTnceputul anilor 1990, nu mai existd autorizatii individuale
pentru arhitecti, dar companiile (precum supermarketurile) pot
fi autorizate ca firme de arhitecturd. In acelasi timp, patru mi-
nistere diferite au propriile departamente de constructie.

Pristina/2009

> Proiectarea tuturor cladirilor publice si private (importante) se va
face printr-un concurs de arhitecturd. Pind in prezent, oficialii
administratiei luau ei insisi deciziile privind proiectarea de scoli,
cladiri publice, gradinite etc. Cu toate acestea, nu exista pirghii
legale care sd oblige investitorii sd respecte proiectul cistigdtor
al competitiei.

Novi Sad/ianuarie 2009

> La Facultatea de Arhitecturd, ntr-o discutie cu Daniel Liebeskind
despre planul sdu pentru portul din Belgrad, principala intre-
bare adresatd vizeazd modul In care interesul public poate fi
garantat pentru 50% din terenul destinat unui parc public din
acest amplasament de primd mind, ce urmeaza a fi dezvoltat
de investitori privati.

Belgrad/februarie 2009

> Prima Brigada Archi — citeva sute de studenti la arhitecturd si ceta-
teni nemultumiti de amplasarea viitoarei biserici ortodoxe in
piata principald din Skopje, care ,sfideaza orice logicd a plani-
ficarii urbane” — organizeazd , Prima Revolta Arhitecturald”.
Mobilizati printr-un apel facut in cadrul unei populare emisiuni

TV, o multime de ,credinciosi* i ataca.
Skopje/28 martie 2009

> Site-ul Skopje2803.blogspot colectioneaza si prezinta fragmente
ale dezbaterilor publice provocate de ,Prima Revoltd Arhitec-
turald” din Skopje.

Skopje/29 martie 2009

> ONG-ul Expeditio realizeaza, in colaborare cu Facultatea de Arhi-
tecturd din Podgorica, un studiu despre Kostanjica (o zona
protejatd de UNESCO), la invitatia municipalitatii din Kotor.
Acesta e primul proiect care ia in considerare nu doar arhitec-
tura, ci si mediul inconjurdtor ca patrimoniu.

Golful Kotor/29 martie 2009

> Prima Brigada Archi anuntd: ,Sintem Prima Brigada Archi, un grup
spontan informal de studenti la Arhitecturd si cetdteni [...] Nu
putem si nu dorim sd inchidem ochii in fata faptului cd in ora-
sul nostru amplasarea si constructia de [noi] cladiri se face n-
tr-un mod complet defectuos, ceea ce duce la distrugeri
succesive ale centrului orasului®.

Skopje/31 martie 2009

> Dreptul la Oras si Actiunea Verde organizeazd masa rotundd ,Ce
fel de oras ne dorim?* si prezintd publicatia Zagrebul asa cum
il dorim, alcatuita de Consiliul Urbanistic al Actiunii Verzi.
Aceasta e contributia initiatd de ei la strategia de dezvoltare
pentru vitorul Zagreb.

Zagreb/29 aprilie 2009

> Se organizeaza Conferinta Internationald Forum Skopje pe tema
,Postsocul postmodernismului, cu scopul de a initia o revi-
zuire si o analiza criticd a recentelor planuri urbane si decizii
din oras. Niciunul dintre reprezentantii invitati ai autoritdtilor
nu participa.

Skopje/8-14 iunie 2009

“Toatad lumea se teme de
dezbaterea publica. Aceasta

tulbura opinia publica.*

> La editia a patra a Saptdminii Internationale de Arhitecturd de la
Belgrad se discutd subiectul ,Ce se intimpld cu noul Belgrad?*.
Alci se reia o dezbatere veche de opt ani cu privire la modul
de revitalizare a marilor blocuri de locuinte moderniste.

Belgrad/4 iulie 2009

> Dupa trei ani universitari, Universitatea Polis — Scoala Internationa-
l& de Arhitectura si Dezvoltare Urbana din Tirana primeste
acreditare universitard completd. Aceasta a fost initiata de Co-
PLAN, o organizatie nonprofit care contribuie la dezvoltarea
societdtii civile si la incurajarea participdrii comunitdtii la dez-
voltarea urband din 1995. Primele lor proiecte s-au concen-
trat asupra credrii de drumuri si a infrastructurii de baza in
cartierele construite ilegal la Tirana.

Tirana/22 iulie 2009

> La un an dupa constituirea unei noi administratii locale si alegerea
unui nou primar, posturile de arhitect al orasului si manager al
orasului ramin vacante.

Belgrad/august 2009

> Conferinta ,Orasul Postcapitalist”, organizatd de Pulska Grupa, un
grup informal de arhitecti din Pula, are loc pe fostele terenuri
militare de la Muzil, rezultind , Declaratia comuna” (Komunal)
—teren care nu este nici de stat, nici privat, ci comun.

Pula/16 august 2009

> ONG-ul Expeditio incepe proiectul ,Educarea tineretului/copiilor
cu privire la valorile spatiului®. Punerea Tn practicd a proiectului
sprijind eforturile depuse de Institutul pentru Educatie din
Muntenegru pentru introducerea materiei Valorile spatiului*

n scoli.
Kotor/septembrie 2009

> T lipsa unui plan urbanistic oficial al municipalititii, Departamentul
de arhitectura al Facultatii de Stiinte Tehnice organizeaza un
atelier-master in colaborare cu firma privata The Manual Co.,
unde 60 de studenti la Arhitecturd reproiecteazd blocul com-
paniei Manual de pe traseul viitorului bulevard Sombor.

Novi Sad/toamna anului 2009

> Filiala locald a forumului on-line Skyscrapercity.com s-a transformat
intr-un forum de discutii animate intre cetdteni cu privire la o
gamd larga de subiecte legate de arhitecturd, infrastructurd, le-
galizare si clientelism in contextul influentelor sociale si politice.

Novi Sad/2000-2010

> Hotelul Centar, creatie a arhitectului Branislav Mitrovi¢, se deschi-
de Tn centrul orasului. Conceput initial ca sediu principal al
Meat Industry Matijevi¢, designul sdu a fost semnificativ modi-
ficat In timpul constructiei si transformat fntr-un hotel — dato-
ritd lipsei mijloacelor legislative de a pune Tn aplicare rezultatul
cistigdtor al concursului de arhitecturd initial. De la deschidere,
cladirea stireste numeroase reactii din partea cetatenilor si a
expertilor. Cetdtenii initiaza pe Facebook grupul ,Hotel Mati-
jevi¢, cea mai urfta constructie din Novi Sad”, cu peste | 1.000
de membri. In martie 2011, hotelul Centar primeste Marele
premiu la Salonul de Arhitecturd de la Belgrad.

Novi Sad/| ianuarie 2010
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The Almaski Neighbourhood is the site of
one of the very few successful interventions
by citizens initiatives to protect their neigh-
borhood from speculative planning and

a large scale make-over. Still, half of the
low-rise historic neighborhood (red in the
diagram) will get “upgraded” with new
boulevards and multi-story “investments”.

> Dupd patru ani de la inceperea protestelor cetdtenilor impotriva
devastdrii Pietei Florilor, asociatiile profesionale ale arhitec-
tilor din Croatia prezintd o declaratie de condamnare a pro-
iectului Pasajul cu Flori si solicita revizuirea deciziei referitoare
la proiect.

Zagreb/februarie 2010

> Cu centrul pietei principale Tmprejmuit cu panouri mari si albe,
constructia fintinii megalomane a statuii lui Alexandru cel Mare
poate incepe. Prima Brigadd Archi considerd acest decor o
mare galerie urband si organizeaza o expozitie a studentilor
cu ocazia aniversarii ,Primei Revolte Arhitecturale”. Toti treca-
torii pot vedea proiecte dedicate orasului Skopje si actualei
situatii arhitecturale si urbane.

Skopje/28 martie 2010

> Expozitia ,Al Cincilea Parc — lupta pentru viata de zi cu zi*, realiza-
td de un grup de artisti, arhitecti si sociologi cu ocazia celei
de-a cincea aniversdri a luptei pentru al Cincilea Parc, analizea-
zd modul in care cetdtenii se pot organiza in lupta pentru
drepturile lor in spatiul urban si modul in care cunostintele
dobindite prin aceasta lupta pot fi consemnate si Impartdsite.

Belgrad/iunie 2010

>, Cine a construit orasul?*, o serie de discutii deschise cu privire la
dezvoltarea oraselor din fosta regiune iugoslavd, cu o gama lar-
gd si combativd de participanti, are loc la Centrul Cultural Rex,
fiind coorganizatd de Grupul 484 si de STEALTH.unlimited.

Belgrad/17-19 iunie 2010

> Dupa 20 de ani, este anuntatd prima competitie internationald de
arhitectura din Belgrad si Serbia — pentru Centrul de Promo-
vare a Stiintei din Bloc 39, in Noul Belgrad.

Belgrad/octombrie 2010

> Se difuzeaza primul dintre cele 35 de scurte spectacole TV, Orasul
meu — Casa mea, un serial realizat de Ministerul Amenajarii
Teritoriului si Mediului si TV Atlas, in cooperare cu ONG-ul
Expeditio. Spectacolele urmdresc sa incurajeze dezvoltarea
durabila a oraselor din Muntenegru prin activitdti la care cetd-
tenii pot participa in mod direct. Emisiunile sint difuzate vineri
de la ora 17, Tn cadrul programului Viata e frumoasa“.

Podgorica/Kotor/15 octombrie 2010

> Tn cadrul campaniei ,Pe fatd despre spatile publice”, organizatia
Initiative Civice ncepe cartografierea spatiilor neutilizate, insu-

ficient folosite sau neterminate din Belgrad si Serbia. Prin
intermediul site-ului Javniprostori.org, cetdtenii pot anunta
locurile nefolosite. ,Doar printr-o continuitate a luptei am
ajuns la ceva, cdci nu existd scurtdturi pentru nimic.”

Belgrad/15 noiembrie 2010

> La sedinta consiliului local, se adoptd un plan revizuit pentru
cartierul Almaski din Novi Sad, pe baza unei propuneri alter-
native elaborate de Asociatia Cetdteneasca Almasani.

Novi Sad/26 noiembrie 2010

Studiu de caz in Novi Sad:
cartierul Almaski

VECINI MAI
PUTERNICI DECIT
FUNCTIONARII DE
LA PLANIFICARE

Confruntati cu planuri drastice de dezvoltare si cu
viitoarea constructie a unui bulevard, cetatenii din
cartierul Almaski din Novi Sad au constituit in 2005
Asociatia Cetateneasca Almasani. fn 2006, 1 colabo-
rare cu arhitecti-voluntari, ei au elaborat propria
propunere alternativa pentru cartier, care cuprinde o
analiza a traficului si pastrarea schemei stradale origi-
nale. Acesta e unul dintre cele cfteva exemple de
autoorganizare a cetatenilor care au reusit sa nego-
cieze direct viitorul orasului lor —n ciuda numeroa-
selor presiuni din partea investitorilor imobiliari si a
atractivitatii economice a ofertelor lor (care le-ar
permite unora dintre proprietari sa-si sporeascad
semnificativ valoarea proprietatilor). in cele din urma,
primdria a renuntat (partial) la croirea unui bulevard,
la cresterea dramatica a numarului de etaje si la un
raport de construire de pind la 90%. Desenul pre-
zinta planul final (adoptat) care imparte cartierul Al-
maski ntr-o parte ,istorica“ — pe care cei din Almasani
au reusit s-o pastreze — si o parte deja ,tdiata", dis-
ponibild pentru o reamenajare mult mai agresiva.

Traducere de Alex Moldovan

Arhiva The Cities Log se bazeaza pe designul lui Predrag Nikoli¢.
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CEMENT: register of conflictuous urban
developments, newspaper, December 2010.

REGISTAR URBANOG SPOTICANJA  —izz  rroducedasapartof the project AUCTION,
the Cities Log edition in Novi Sad, Cement
follows a yellow-press sensational format, and
brings forward 10 case studies on the city.
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Cities Log:
THE STRUGGLE FOR COMMON SPACE
STEALTH.unlimited (Ana DZoki¢ and Marc Neelen)

The Cities Log is an ongoing chronology of spatial issues, depicting the often conflictuous developments of post-Yugoslav and
Albanian cities in recent years. It reads like something in-between a crime scene investigation and an entertaining plot — howev-
er always touching upon the unfavourable reality of common interest today. While up until two decades ago cities like Belgrade,
Kotor, Novi Sad, Podgorica, Pristina, Pula, Skopje, Tirana or Zagreb developed largely outside the mechanisms of the real estate
market, today privatisation, clientelism, and the creative abuse of legal instruments seem commonplace in a context impacted
by “wild” urbanisation and swift shifts of capital investments — set within the horizon of a neoliberal context.

At the same time, slowly, but surely a counter force starts emerging that tackles specific cases of dominance of the urban space
by privileged groups. Here and there inhabitants start organising themselves, civil organisations start turning their gaze to the
city and journalists begin digging through the issues. With these first, uneasy struggles for common space taking shape, the
fight for civil society and common interest is finally entering the physical domain of the city. This document is only a limited
overview of urban issues from the period 2008-2010. It makes it obvious that the question — to whom belongs the city? — becomes
increasingly relevant when the field of play — and indeed often literally the “ground” — in the city is drawn up and divided between
various market forces, private interests, siding local governments and opposition forces.

As urgent as the issues addressed in the Cities Log may be within their own context, they also hint at a new engagement of citi-
zens and professionals emerging in cities throughout the world. And it points to alternatives appearing from the cracks and rup-
tures of the highly individual and profit-driven development of contemporary cities — opening the horizon to different contributions
to and involvements in what the future of our cities could be.

Cities Log is compiled by STEALTH.unlimited (Ana DZoki¢ and Marc Neelen) and initiated on the occasion of the 4th T..C.A.B - Tirana
International Contemporary Art Biannual (September-October 2009). Cities Log is part of the project Individual Utopias, supported by
the Swiss Cultural Program (SCP) in the Western Balkans. In 2010, a special edition of the Cities Log has been made as part of the project
Alu)ction, Novi Sad'’s Log of Spaces Between Personal Interests and Public Needs, developed with New Media Centar_kuda.org

(with Aleksandar Bede, Branka Curéi¢, Svetozar Krsti¢, Zoran Panteli¢, Borka Stoji¢ and Natasa Vujkov). In 2011-2012 Cities Log editions
are under construction in Sarajevo and Novi Pazar.

Cities Log is made through conversations with and contributions by architects, urbanists, artists, journalists, civil groups: Besnik Aliaj,
Jelena Atanackovi¢-Jeli¢i¢, Gjergj Bakallbashi, Branko Belacevi¢, Dafne Berc, Teodor Celakoski, Srdjan Crkvenjakov, Sotir Dhamo, Jovan
Djeri¢, Ulrike Franzel, Valon Germizaj, Boris Gigov, Zakilina Gligorijevié, Adelina Greca, Zivko Grozdani¢, Astrit Hajrullahu, Florina Jerliu,
RuZica Jovanovi¢, Aleksandra Kapetanovi¢, Ivan Kucina, Kreativna zadruga (Slobodan Jovi¢, Aleksandar Luki¢), Zivan Lazi¢, Marko Mileti¢,
Vladimir Mitrovi¢, Ilir Murseli, Oliver Musovik, Divna Penci¢, Darko Poli¢, Pulska Grupa, Darko Reba, Dubravka Sekuli¢, Petrit Selimi, Jele-
na Stefanovi¢, Aneta Spaseska, Citizens’ Association Almasani (Aleksandar Cvetkovi¢, Marijan Majin, Milo Viskovi¢), Borislav Vukicevi¢,

Siniga Zarin — and others.

CLIENTELISM

- the tight integration of political leadership
with business partners while closely exchanging
favours between each other.

> Since four months mayor Igor Pavlici¢ delays to sign the act of
land use transfer necessary for the (Municipally approved) con-
struction of a new Museum of Contemporary Art of Vojvodina.
Its location, in the former industrial area Chinatown, is marked
in the urban plans as a “white spot”. There are indications that
interest of real estate investors (like Dutch Vondel Capital) for
the site has put the construction of the museum in question.
Novi Sad/January 2009

> On Medvedhnica Hill, above Zagreb, the richest Croatian
businessman Todori¢ has registered Kulmer Castle as a hotel,
although since its acquisition three years ago his family uses
it as its private residence. Public use was the only condition
given to Todori¢ to start reconstruction of duke Kulmers’ Cas-
tle from the 15th century. In an action to attract attention to
irregularities related to construction in protected zones, the
initiative Right to the City (Pravo na grad) brings buses full of
citizens to the castle demanding to stay over in the “hotel”.
Zagreb/27 February 2009

> Activists of Right to the City and Green Action (Zelena akci-
ja) promote “Muddy” (Mutna) — the top Zagreb “quality” prod-
uct that stimulates corruption and favouritism. They hand out
the (mud filled) bottles of water to the people entering the
parliament complex. The Muddy website gathers news related
to corruption in the city of Zagreb.

Zagreb/31 March 2009

> On Facebook appears “Bandum Keri¢"” - the merged alter
ego of the two most controversial top candidates for the mayor
positions in Croatia’s two largest cities (Zagreb and Split). Soon
journalists start using this alter ego when referring to the prob-
lems of corruption and favouritism in Croatian political context.
Zagreb/April 2009

«The goal is to come to power and through public
procurement for four years get as much money
as possible, and then leave; and if they return for
another four years - great. The aim is not to
improve the environment; it is to win power.”

> Television B92 airs the first of the seven-part documentary
Insider: Abuse of Office on construction mafia and corruption.
Circumstances around the new Shopping Mall Usée in New
Belgrade are highlighted. Usée is constructed right in front of
the former CK (Communist Party Central Committee) building
- now a privatised office tower. The resulting public discus-
sions on how the 5 ha of land was acquired by its developer

- with no gain for either city or state — provokes the President
of Serbia to launch a probe into the matter.

Belgrade/13 April 2009

> The three muddiest “substances” in Zagreb are elected
through “Muddy” public campaign: 1) the sport Arena as a debt
for future generations, 2) the case of Flower Square (Cvijetni
Trg) and 3) polluted water in the new residential area Vrbani.
Zagreb/28 May 2009

> Exit Festival, a large, profit driven open-air music festival
(sponsored with 750,000 euro — a large chunk of the city's



budget for culture) gets involved in the making of an Eco-
Park. Despite public questioning, the city gives Exit a key role
in this public work on Danube’s floodable riverbank; by invest-
ing in it 333,000 euro and giving Exit Festival its services free
of charge. The prime use of the park will be lodging for Exit's
20,000 camping visitors. On 4 July, just a few days before the
festival starts, muddy waves wash away the public investment.
Officials announced that in the future the park would be main-
tained as a public beach, without involvement of Exit.

Novi Sad/17 June 2009

> Private developer Hoto Group, can start the demolition of
buildings on the Flower Square (Cvijetni Trg) in the city center
of Zagreb despite an almost three-years long battle by the
civil initiatives, revealing corruption and irregularities related
to construction of the exclusive apartment block Flower Passage
(Cvijetni prolaz), to be built here. Already in February 2007,
Right to the City and Green Action organised a petition against
the devastation of the square, collecting over 54,000 signa-
tures. The only positive outcome: urban issues now have become
a public matter.

Zagreb/12 August 2009

> Business.hr reports that the Todori¢ family received “the
most beautiful Christmas present” from the City of Zagreb.
They got issued a location permit for conversion of Kulmer
Castle from hotel into residential building. With this conver-
sion Todori¢s' issues with property tax and “rough activists
who want to spend the night in their hotel” have disappeared.
Zagreb/17 December 2009

> The European Commission this year again recognized the
area of urban planning and inspections in Montenegro as one
of the most vulnerable to corruption. Although these evalua-
tions are repeated for years, very little or nothing has been
done to improve the situation. The EU concludes that the role
of the Montenegro’s Supreme State Prosecutor, Ranka Carapi¢,
in all these scandals should have been clear — to protect pub-
lic interest and state property.

Podgorica/13 November 2010

> Due to corruption related to the illegal construction at cape
Zavala, close to Budva, the mayor and vice mayor of the Budva,
and 9 of their associates are arrested. By purchasing over
44,000 m? of land in mid-2007, the company Zavala Invest
from Budva has started the construction of the tourist village
Astra Montenegro. The company was founded by Russian
Mirax Group from Moscow (owned by billionaire Sergei Polon-
ski) and Moninvest from Budva, and is co-owned by the (previ-
ous) vice-president of the ruling Democratic Party of Socialists,
Svetozar Marovi¢ — the brother of the mayor of Budva.
Podgorica-Budva/24 December 2010

Novi Sad Case: Chinatown

WHEN A MUSEUM BECOMES A BONE

IN THE THROAT

The future of the so-called Chinatown in Novi Sad
lingers in uncertainty. Although this location is
labelled a “white spot” - in planners slang a quarter
with cultural or recreational destination — in reality
such areas are reserved until a "better” activity is
found. In recent years this industrial site has become
great bait for a number of investment attempts. First,
the unsuccessful site for the new Museum of Contem-
porary Art, then the unsuccessful tender location for
(meanwhile bankrupt) Dutch-Serbian company Von-
del Capital and currently the disputed location for

the Museum of Forgotten Arts initiated by private
company Manual Co. It remains vastly unclear on
what basis its future will be decided — and by (or for)
whom. City officials and planners remain mute on the
subject — awaiting the (next) best chance.

PRIVATISATION
- an area for manipulations in the transition from
collectively owned to privately owned property.

> With the action “Warsaw Street” (Var$avska ulica), civil
organisations Right to the City and Green Action are marking
the space in the main pedestrian street that will be used as an
entrance to a large private parking garage. On 26 January
they follow up with the action “Give Up"” (Odustanite) organ-
ised as a public call to the developer to quit the project.
Zagreb/18 January 2008

> Inhabitants of a neighbourhood in Vozdovac clash with the
developers of a Vero Supermarket. For the construction of the
supermarket their parking places have been taken. Citizens
set construction equipment on fire.

Belgrade/July 2008

> The County of Istria rules that the former military area Muzil
in Pula is to be merged with the Brijuni Riviera tourist develop-
ment company. After almost 200 years of being a military zone,
this area is now destined for the development of an exclusive
golf course — and will thus stay closed to most of the citizens.
In surface Muzil comprises 1/4 of the city and no civil inhabi-
tant of Pula has ever been there.

Pula/8 July 2008

> Starchitect Daniel Liebeskind prepares a master plan for the
conversion of the Port of Belgrade. Privatised under ambigu-
ous conditions, the site is part of a dispute between the city
and the new owners (local tycoons). In this battle over 220 ha
of land, Liebeskind is an important PR tool for the developers.
Belgrade/Autumn 2008

> The Civil Initiative for Muzil is formed (to oppose the devel-
opment of the exclusive golf course) and the first public session
is held. The newspaper Open Muzil (Otvoreni Muzil) is pub-
lished with a demand for permanent public access to the for-
mer military area.

Pula/23 January 2009

> The city authorities demand taking over management of the
Cinema Arena, and forcibly evicting company Star Film (Zvez-
da film) from the cinema premises. Boris Gigov, director of
Star Film, urges the city to review their decision because Arena
has been seized from the cinema company with no compensa-
tion, although Star Film has built it from its own capital, on
land purchased by its workers in the 1960s. The takeover is
postponed until further notice after the workers of Star Film
gather in protest outside the cinema. Since November 2008
only one cinema in Novi Sad is functional.

Novi Sad/11 February 2009

> As a result of pressure from the Civil Initiative for Muzil, the
municipality and the County of Istria arrange a walk-through
for the people of Pula. 11 buses bring people into the Muzil
area. The initiative states: “The opening of Muzil has begun,
and it cannot be stopped anymore.”

Pula/8 March 2009

> The redevelopment of the Port of Belgrade pressures planners
to adjust the General Urban Plan from 2002 and incorporate the
conversion of large industrial areas into construction land.
Belgrade/Spring 2009
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> While the Port of Belgrade dispute is in court, Djilas, the
mayor of Belgrade promotes the very same Liebeskind’s (the
opponents!) project at Belgrade's official stand at the real-
estate fair in Cannes, France.

Belgrade/23 April 2009

> The first official meeting of Croatian President Mesi¢ and
the new Prime Minister Kosor centres on the future of real
estate (still) owned by the Ministry of Defence. Following the
meeting, the Croatian press publishes sensational articles stat-
ing: "hectares of attractive state-owned land remain unused”.
Muzil in Pula is one of these sites.

Zagreb/29 July 2009

At is no wonder that these stories are very similar
throughout the region: transition, the problematic
privatization process, the way private initiative
‘entered’, real estate and construction; these laws
are similar and they are changing along similar lines
in all these cities.”

> Negotiations over the privatisation of the Belgrade Fair are
stopped. Noteworthy: Since 2002, 424 privatisation contracts
out of 2,504 in Serbia have been cancelled, mainly due to the
failure by new owners to observe obligatory measures related
to investment, social programs, production and integrity of
property.

Belgrade/10 August 2009

> Right to the City and 4,000 citizens gather in protest against
the announced works in Warsaw Street. A five meters tall
wooden Trojan Horse is placed as the symbol of the protest
and an obstacle to the bulldozers. During the night the com-
munal police will destroy it. The next night riot police will
arrest 23 activists that provide information related to the
action “We Will Not Give Up on Warsaw Street”.
Zagreb/10-11 February 2010

> After 32 days of physical obstruction, encouraged by the
reaction of the city officials, the activists of Right to the City
will temporarily end the “Live Wall for Warsaw Street” which
prevents the start of the construction works.

Zagreb/19 June 2010

> In Warsaw Street the construction of the access ramp for
the Flower Passage garage starts with cutting trees during the
night. Several months of protests by activists, which attempt-
ed to prevent construction with their own bodies, end with a
mass demonstration. 152 activists are detained, together with
representatives in Zagreb City Council.

Zagreb/15 July 2010

> On the fifth auction, for the marginal starting price of about
40,000 euro, company Star Film is sold to the recently estab-
lished Aquatilus Group from Novi Sad — a company dealing
with facility cleaning and foreign trade. The communal capital
sold at the auction is estimated at 400,000 euro value.
Aquatilus pledges to retain the original activity of the compa-
ny during the next two years, with a minimum investment of
70,000 euro.

Novi Sad/29 October 2010

Novi Sad Case: Star Film

A CINEMA IS BEST SOLD IN PARTS

The trajectory of the ownership of cinema company
Star Film (Zvezda film) resembles a rollercoaster.
Starting in 1953 from a few nationalized cinemas,
in 1969 they built Cinema Arena (“one of the best

cinemas in Eastern Europe”) by workers investment,
from 2008 followed multiple rounds of (unsuccess-
ful) auctions, in which the parts of Star Film suc-
cessively get excluded from the package for
privatization. Consultants on the privatization
process, hired by the State Privatization Agency,
were mainly agriculture engineers. Star Film today
is completely fragmented, with the workers losing
the most in the process. Out of their five cinemas
today only one is operational — under provisional
and uncertain conditions.

REAL ESTATE

- in many countries in the region, real estate
represents one of the main sectors of the econo-
my. Some say that until recently 80% of the
Albanian economy was comprised of the market-
driven production of buildings.

> Vondel Capital Ltd. from Amsterdam announces the con-
struction of residential-commercial complex Park City across
Liman Park - the “largest real estate investment in Vojvodina”.
Among Vondels' founders are Bernhard van Oranje (member
of the Dutch royal family) and Cor van Zadelhoff (prominent
Dutch real estate agent). In this company, marketing itself
with the “highest quality standard” in real estate business,
except Zadelhoff, all the other members are software engi-
neers in Levi9 Global Sourcing, registered at the same address
as Vondel in Amsterdam.

Novi Sad/February 2008

> After a 3-year struggle to prevent the conversion of a local
park into a construction site, citizens around Fifth Park (Peti
park) succeed in holding back the developer. With a years-
long front against the heavy machinery, and even establishing
a 24-hour watch, they managed to attracted attention of the
whole city and to disrupt demolition proceedings. Newly
elected mayor Djilas, in one of his first public appearances,
visits Fifth Park and promises that the development site will
move elsewhere. After the Park is “saved”, inhabitants are left
with the “victory” - a totally demolished site.
Belgrade/October 2008

> Serbian company Delta opens the first Delta City trade cen-
ter in Podgorica, in which it has invested 60 million euro. The
mall has a total floor area of 48,000 m?, with a gross leasable
area of 24,000 m2. At the opening the prime ministers of Ser-
bia, Montenegro and Republika Srpska, the mayors of
Ljubljana and Skopje and numerous others are present.
Podgorica/1 October 2008

LAll the possible resources coming from privatiza-
tion, distribution of property, all money coming out
of the war in one way or another, were spent and
invested in real estate and that’s it.”

> Without adherence to an urban plan an initiative is launch-
ed to build a 50 floors high-rise, by an alliance of investors
who will each build 5 floors, the one-after-the-other. In a city
that has limited water supply and is struggling with a lack of
electrical power the decision of the municipality to permit this
project is highly questionable.

Pristina/November 2008

> Three months before the opening of the Universiade, the
City bulldozes without proper warning 40 houses of the Roma



settlement right next to the athletic village — housed in the
new private residential area Belleville, planned for future sale.
Public pressure halts the total erasure of the settlement. In
June remains of the settlement are fenced-off and the electric-
ity is cut. Universiade volunteers are instructed to tell the for-
eign visitors that the site is a film set. Noteworthy: During 2009
Serbia holds the Presidency of the Decade of Roma Inclusion,
with housing as one of the decades’ priority issues.
Belgrade/April 2009

> The 25th Universiade takes place. By the beginning of 2010
the majority of the apartments in the athletic village - built for
market sale (price 1,800 euro/m?) — are not yet sold.
Belgrade/1-14 July 2009

> “Porto Montenegro”, the Montenegrin entry at the 2008
Architecture Biennale in Venice, receives the most prestigious
state award. The entry promotes the luxury marina and adja-
cent waterfront development under construction in Tivat, Bay
of Kotor. Of the 118 years old Arsenal on this location (bought
in 2006 by a Canadian businessman), all apart from one of the
old buildings are demolished.

Bay of Kotor/13 July 2009

> The State Building Authority issues an advertisement for the
auction of seven military facilities in Novi Sad. The largest
complex on offer covers 19 hectares, with 34 buildings. The
tender very soon disappears from public sight.

Novi Sad/7 March 2010

> Instead of the announced 30,000 m?, the apartment-office
complex Park City has reached 60,000 m? by transgression of
the allowed height permits and changes to the project. The
building counts 280 dwellings and luxury apartments; construc-
tion price is about 45,000 euro.

Novi Sad/11 March 2010

> In the last four years only 19 out of an estimated 447 mili-
tary complexes (4,870 ha of land and 2,196 buildings) have
been sold or exchanged with local governments. In 2006,
the Serbian government adopted a Master Plan according to
which, by the end of 2010, all these complexes should be sold
through public auction or ceded to local governments (for a
fee or exchange of property in the form of flats) — but solely
according to market criteria. In most cases cities do not have
the necessary budget reserves or housing, which could be
used in the exchange for these often strategically important
urban locations.

Serbia/10 May 2010

> Completion of the three largest residential-commercial devel-
opments in Novi Sad is on hold: Bulevar Center, Park City and
Zoned. According to the plans, first inhabitants of the luxury
complex Park City should have moved in during October 2009.
Novi Sad/27 July 2010

> The number of apartments built in Novi Sad during 2009
is about 20 times lower than in previous years. The Union of
Construction Workers reveals alarming statistics: in 2006
there were 18,162 apartments built, in 2007 - 19,049, 2008 -
19,800, and in 2009 only 1,242. Of them, just 72 dwellings
have been sold. Noteworthy: between 1945 and 1999 in total
50,000 buildings have been made in Novi Sad.

Novi Sad/6 August 2010

> Out of “Christian motives”, Aleksandar Construction (Alek-
sandar gradnja) from Novi Sad takes over Dutch Vondel Capi-
tal and its exclusive Park City project. Vondel has gone bankrupt
and its debt has grown to 35 million euro. The unfinished
buildings are transferred without payment, but with the
assumption of all liabilities to customers and debts in the Raif-

feisen Bank. The former director of Aleksandar Construction
(also a former director of the Novi Sad branch of Raiffeisen
Bank) becomes the new director of Vondel Capital. The Dutch
investors decide to stop any further investments in Novi Sad.
Novi Sad/10-16 August 2010

> Citizen's Initiative Srdj is Ours is formed. Zagreb activists of
Right to the City and Green Action have joined them to oppose
the “apartmantisation” of Srdj (the belvedere hill above the
city), under the guise of a golf course construction. The initia-
tives create pressure to reject through a public hearing the
proposal of the Urban Plan for Srdj — that would leave the last
strategic area for expansion of the city solely to the interest of
individuals and capital.

Dubrovnik-Zagreb/September 2010

> Hoto Group announces start of apartments sale in the com-
plex Flower Passage. On sale are a total of 56 apartments, of
which 46 in the size of 65 to 230 m?, and five top luxury split-
level penthouses from 300 to 435 m?, nicknamed by the investor
Zagreb Crystals. Prices range is from 5,000-8,500 euro/m?.
Zagreb/14 October 2010

> Following Flower Passage case, newspaper Jutarnji List pub-
lishes the news that Office for Combat of Corruption and
Organized Crime (USKOK) makes a special investigation into
the practice of the Zagreb City Government to change spatial
plans by using extra-legal procedures, which favour private
investors at the expense of public interest.
Zagreb/November 2010

> Public company Office Premises (Poslovni prostor) and the
City of Novi Sad are bringing up plans to rebuild the inhabit-
ed historic surrounding of Petrovaradin Fortress, and to convert
it to a not clearly defined purpose. In some statements focus
is put on preserving cultural and historical heritage, and in
others, on touristic and market purposes. Office Premises will
regulate the use of space in the area, and music festival Exit is
mentioned as one of the main users.

Novi Sad/21 November 2010

> The construction of four residential-commercial buildings
in Novi Sad is announced. The Office Premises will offer them
to the inhabitants of the historic surrounding of Petrovaradin
Fortress, in exchange for their apartments. Most of the new
buildings sites are under dispute and are unlicensed for con-
struction.

Novi Sad/23 November 2010

Novi Sad Case: Military Complexes
PIMPS OF VALUABLE SITES

Six military complexes — on key locations in
Novi Sad — will be demilitarized and put on
tender. As a privileged, first bidder, the city
has the opportunity to obtain these locations,
but at the same time it is also obliged to pay
for them from the city budget to the Ministry
of Defence. The chief obstacle, however, is the
lack of vision and finances to develop such loca-
tions for common use, ie. for public purpose.
Although a non-profit party, controversially,
the city will most likely buy and resell the best
sites to private investors, regardless of their
public potential and of their current content.

Credit: vecernji.hr
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Novi Sad case: Fortress and its Surrounding
CANNIBALISED FOR PROFIT?

The Petrovaradin Fortress, with its dilapidated
historical surrounding, may seem an undeveloped
part of Novi Sad, but it is ideal for profit gains
based on cultural and historical values. The main
players are already in starting position, because in
the game are surplus military complexes, the cheap
real estate of its small-scale housing quarters, and
the potential to get labelled as a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. Inhabitants are silently being offered
replacement housing in other parts of the city, so
that their renovated and re-arranged apartments
could become part of a profitable tourist attraction
— unavoidably involving the Exit music festival.

LEGISLATION AND LEGALISATION

- intended to be regulatory tools, however in
reality they become means to deregulate city
and society.

> Association A Thousand Victims is founded in order to
improve position of real estate buyers in Serbia. It is initiated
by people that years ago bought apartments from now legally
blocked real estate companies Stankom and Delta Legal on the
location Film City. Their apartments, like those of many cheated
and mistreated real estate buyers in Serbia, are still unfinished.
Belgrade/June 2008

> In an emergency procedure, Croatian Parliament passes a
Law on Golf Courses, declaring golf a service of national impor-
tance. Part of a future golf course can be used for real estate
development and up to 20% of the area needed can be expro-
priated. On the same day, a Law on Agricultural Land is passed,
which allows remediation of agricultural land into a golf course
without compensation, opening a huge area for manipulation.
Zagreb/18 December 2008

> The Strategic Plan for Development of Pristina 2040, made
by three Germans institutes in 2001, calls for clear zoning in
three different areas. It is long outdated and impossible to
implement, as the areas in the meantime drastically changed
without correspondence to the plan.

Pristina/2009

> Following Kosovo's independence, the new economic reality
(with private investments, bank loans and international donors’
conferences) creates a context for massive investment in —
unregulated — construction. Thousands of illegal buildings arise
in Pristina. The difficulty to obtain building permits further
boosts illegality. In 2008 only some 60 permits were granted.
Pristina/2009

> A large-scale campaign and petition by citizens and NGOs
aims at rejecting a Location Study and Strategic Environmen-
tal Assessment for St. Marco Island in Bay of Kotor. Instead of
the existing modest Club Mediterané facility, the new plan
projects large-scale tourist facilities and the enlargement of
the islands by cementing the sea area at over 100,000 m2.
Bay of Kotor/20 January 2009

> Green Action, Transparency International Croatia, GONG
and Green Istria file a formal complaint at the Croatian Consti-
tutional Court against the controversial Law on Golf Courses,
arguing that it is violating 10 articles of the Constitution.
Zagreb/February 2009

> Some 300 villagers in Posavina, south of Zagreb, start a
legal battle to protect 127 hectares of their arable land - land
that the state wants to assign to businessmen for a golf course.
They wonder why, instead of occupying their agricultural plots,
the golfers do not get access to the nearby 1,200 hectares of
state-owned land.

Zagreb/22 February 2009

> The minister for environment and spatial planning states
that after the introduction of the 2003 Construction and Plan-
ning Law, unsuccessful legislation resulted in 50,000 new ille-
gal buildings in Belgrade. Since that time, the presence of
construction credits has only served to make illegal/extra-
legal investments much more solid.

Belgrade/April 2009

> A temporary law on procedures and conditions of construc-
tion as an incentive of investment is put in action. It simplifies
bureaucratic procedures for client and omits the necessity of a
site permit in the process of construction. This law will be valid
until the end of 2010.
Zagreb/5 June 2009

> The land purchase frenzy along the future ring road of Bel-
grade is propelled by the expected change of land use in the
Master Plan. The plan includes the conversion of about 800 ha
of agricultural land to sites for technology parks. The price of
the land, after the land-use conversion, is expected to be 40
times higher then currently.

Belgrade/18 June 2009

> Initiative Protect Zvezdara Forest gets organized to oppose
the conversion of 2.45 ha of forest into construction land for
the expansion of a hospital and the construction of a church.
It is the second recent initiative that asks consultancy from the
successful Fifth Park Initiative.

Belgrade/August 2009

> The NGO Archis Intervention Pristina completes a “Manual on
Legalisation of Structures Built Without Construction Permits”.
Pristina/August 2009

> The minister for protection of the environment and spatial
planning calls for all illegally built buildings in Serbia to get
finished before the new Law on Planning and Construction

is passed by Parliament. Once the law is there, it will be far
more difficult to legalise, but much faster to get building per-
mits, says the minister.

Belgrade/27 August 2009

> The new Law on Planning and Construction, which also reg-
ulates the legalization of buildings constructed without per-
mits until May 2003, takes effect. At the time of the application
deadline for the legalisation procedure in March 2010, on the
territory of Serbia over 700,000 requests will be handed in,
out of which 37,000 in Novi Sad - one third of the total amount
of buildings in that city.

Novi Sad/11 September 2009

> MANS (Network for Affirmation of the NGO Sector) from
Podgorica initiates an action against the devastation of the
UNESCO protected area Lipci in the Bay of Kotor. Here an
undisclosed private investor without permission mines the
coastal area and disposes waste material into the sea. Inspec-
tors who visit the mining site are thrown into the sea.

Bay of Kotor/12 September 2009

> The majority of inhabitants of the settlements Telep, Adice,
Klisa, Sajlovo, and Little Bosnia in Novi Sad get electricity sup-
ply through illegal connections. Novi Sad inhabitants’ electric-
ity debt is around 188 million euro.

Novi Sad/29 November 2009



> Initiative Right to the City and more than 600 citizens pres-
ent legal issues related to the Detailed Plan of the contested
block on Flower Square to the Urbanistic Inspection of the
Ministry of Environment, Physical Planning and Construction.
Zagreb/February 2010

> The president of the Croatian Helsinki Committee states in an
open letter to the Prime Minister of Croatia Jadranka Kosor that
the “Law on Golf Courses conceals 40 billion worth of theft”.
Zagreb/February 2010

> Amendments to the 2009 Law on Planning and Construction
are in preparation, related to property relations and accelera-
tion of procedures. Since the City of Belgrade has no valid reg-
ulations for building location permits and land conversion
rights (from the right of use to the right of ownership), no
building permits have been issued already for four months.
Belgrade/July 2010

> The Constitutional Court discovers irregularities in the latest
changes to Skopje’s Detail Urban Plan. Thanks to the appeal
by Professor Miroslav Grcev, the latest plan is cancelled.
Despite all, the government does not care about the court’s
decision. It pushes the continuation of all works started.
Skopje/July 2010

> In agreement with the IMF, the Government of Serbia
adopts a decision (though not yet a law) to increase property
taxes, especially on luxury homes, yachts and cars. Local gov-
ernments are particularly interested in this because the
revenues would enter their municipal budgets. However,
those who would pay the tax revolt because by this Serbia
establishes the most expensive property taxes in the region,
while municipalities sell construction land to investors at
prices below market value.

Serbia/13 July 2010

> By implementing a single register, in the future every
customer will be able to check reliability of the developer of his
or her future property — before signing a contract to buy an
apartment. The assumption is that this procedure will prevent
numerous cases of double or even triple apartments purchase.
Serbia/24 August 2010

> The County rejects the proposed Urban Development Plan
that would turn Srdj hill into a golf course with a tourist village.
The plan by far exceeds the construction parameters regulated
by the regional Urban Plan.

Dubrovnik/September 2010

> Out of 37,000 applications submitted for legalization, the
city administration manages to process only 1,000 - in half a
year time.

Novi Sad/27 September 2010

> Despite threats, members of the association Southern Boule-
vard 128 decide to hire private security guards, take over their
(yet unfinished) apartments and change the locks on the apart-
ments and the construction site. They negotiate about the
ways in which they could themselves complete the works and
finally be able to move into their apartments — under construc-
tion since 2003. Some of the flats have been twice or more
times sold to different owners. The developer is under arrest.
Belgrade/October 2010

BUILDING IDENTITY

- in "transitional” societies, (public) investments
play a role as tools in identity shaping — from
antique to EUropean.

> Construction starts on the Museum of the Macedonian
Struggle and Museum for the Victims of Communism, initiat-
ed and financed by the Ministry of Culture. In the architectur-
al competition, the only neo-classical entry wins. Since the last
national elections, a quasi “antique” style is favoured in order
to enforce Macedonia’s newly emerging history.

Skopje/2008

> The French film Banlieue 13: Ultimatum, produced by Luc
Besson, is shot in the blocks of New Belgrade. New Belgrade
depicts an apocalyptic Paris ghetto of 2013. At the end of the
film, New Belgrade (aka District 13) is blown up for the sake of
a new and improved multi-cultural city.

Belgrade/August 2008

> Since an Irish-Montenegrin company bought it in 2006,
Hotel Fjord (one of the largest in Kotor), locked and looted,
awaits demolition. Without consultations with the city, the first
“Disney” like proposal for a new hotel appears in the newspa-
per in 2006. It is made by state initiated public company
Coastal Good (Morsko dobro) — formed to manage and devel-
op the coast of Montenegro. Most of their plans are made
without agreement with the coastal cities, while the profits of
development and privatization go to the State. Coastal Good
is popularly referred to as “Coastal Evil".

Bay of Kotor/19 January 2009

> The Moscow Bridge (Moskovski most) opens on the Libera-
tion Day in Podgorica. This pedestrian bridge is a gift in part
from Moscow (60%) while the City pays 40%. The position of
the bridge stands outside the flow of people; but does serve
the investor’s ambition — a new, closer association with Russia.
Podgorica/19 December 2008

> Mother Theresa House opens in Skopje’s pedestrian zone.
The eclectic building, placed in the midst of the modernist city
centre, provokes intense reactions.

Skopje/30 January 2009

> After the polemics to build the new Orthodox church on the
Macedonia Square, the main city square, reach their peak, the
construction meets new problems. A main sewer collector
passes right under the future church location, for which the
mayor demands re-routing of the pipe, while engineers stand
to the point that this is not feasible. Then, the Muslim commu-
nity requests that the mosque that was here before 1930 gets
rebuilt. Finally, on a public tender just one construction com-
pany (Granit) makes a bid - for 16 million euro. The price level
puts the construction of the church on hold.

Skopje/Spring 2009

> 10 years after being destroyed by NATO bombing, the
Avala TV Tower is re-built, reminiscent of the design from the
1960s. Today such TV towers are technologically outdated.
Belgrade/29 April 2009

> The focus of the debate on the future of Macedonia Square
shifts from the planned Orthodox Church to the proposed
statue of Alexander the Great (22 m tall, at a cost of 4,5
million euro).

Skopje/7 May 2009

> The project Stadium of Culture gets actualised. This 2004
initiative from Center for New Media kuda.org revives the
devastated handball court in the Danube Park into a public
sport and cultural facility. In Spring 2009, in agreement with
the City to push the project forward, recommendations from
the Association of Architects and approval of the Republican
Institute for Natural Protection for possible implementation
have been arranged. Now, the Stadium could get financed
through international funding and local sponsorship, so that
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its implementation would not charge the city budget. Curious-
ly enough, the Municipality remains uncooperative.
Novi Sad/Autumn 2009

> A campaign to promote the newly finished Boulevard of
Europe is launched.
Novi Sad/10 November 2010

> The new Economic Development Strategy of Novi Sad is
financed by USAID. On the occasion of launching the
Strategy, U.S. Ambassador Mary Warlick states that tourism
and agriculture are economies on which Novi Sad should base
its development.

Novi Sad/27 November 2009

> Fresh changes of the Detailed Urban Plan for the center of
Skopje introduce 50 sculptures, 20 large statues, one obelisk,
triumphant gates, glass-paved bridge with 15 sculptures,
church on the main square... and a strip of public buildings
right on the bank of the Vardar River. Instead of a public
space along the river and the planned cultural complex
around the modernist Macedonian Opera and Ballet, the city
will get a ,wall” of neo-antique buildings comprising the Con-
stitutional Court, Ministry of Interior, etc.

Skopje/January 2010

> The controversial promotional video “Skopje 2014" - a visu-
alization of the project to renovate the city center in quasi-
antique style — is finally released to Macedonian media. Public
reactions range from praise to resentment and disbelief. Since
2007, over 20 million euro has been invested preparing the
project. It is estimated that by 2014 the costs will amount to
90-100 million euro.

Skopje/5 February 2010

> Newspaper Jutarnji List states that “"Americans are interested
in realizing a Guggenheim Museum in Pula, alongside millions
of dollars worth of investments in tourist, residential and other
activities”. If realized, this would be the largest U.S. investment
in Croatia, and would put Pula on the prestigious map of Gug-
genheim Museums that includes New York, Venice, Berlin and
Bilbao. The Museum in Bilbao annually counts more than a mil-
lion visitors, employs 4,500 people and contributes 1.8 billion
euro to Spanish GDP, but the one in Las Vegas failed, and the
planned one in Rio de Janeiro was never realized.

Pula/13 June 2010

> Guggenheim headquarter in New York denies the news
about the construction of a Guggenheim Museum in Pula,
although the news was confirmed by the Office of the Prime
Minister of Croatia, Jadranka Kosor. The question remains
whether the prime minister deliberately deceived the citizens,
or the government forgot to check the reliability of the
rumours, says Novi List newspaper.

Pula/17 June 2010

> While major art museums in Belgrade are closed for recon-
struction for over 5 years, on the outskirts of the city a specific
range of independent cultural institutions is taking shape. In
addition to the Museum Macura in Banovci (built by a Vienna
based collector Vladimir Macura), International Test Side Z1 in
Ritopek (by Dragan Ili¢, an artist from New York and Belgrade),
the Free Art Cooperative Third Belgrade in Krnjaca emerges —
self-initiated by eight artists. RTV Serbia broadcasts the TV
show “Art Zone: Danube Art Trail” about this alternative artis-
tic route along the Danube River.

Belgrade-Danube/July 2010

> Municipality Cair presents the plan for a new Skanderbeg
Square (in the so-called Albanian part of town). Compared to
the main Macedonia Square, this one should be twice the size,

with no sculptures and other objects imposed on the public
space.
Skopje/September 2010

> Construction of classicist Triumphant Gate in the city center
starts. Although this time most of the people are against the
project, nothing can stop its realization.

Skopje/November 2010

> The fifth and last edition of the festival “Operation: City"”
takes place in the Factory Unity (Pogon Jedinstvo), the inde-
pendent cultural club Swamp (Mo¢vara), the Autonomous Cul-
tural Center Medika and former distillery Badel. Focusing on
the potential of former factories as centers for Zagreb's inde-
pendent culture, it shows new forms of public life and possible
directions for the city development.

Zagreb/24 September-3 October 2010

INFRASTRUCTURE

- one of the few domains in which serious public
investment is made, but also an area that easily
lends itself to the re-routing of large amounts of
money.

> Belgrade's newly appointed mayor Dragan Djilas states: “If
this administration lasts for four years, I see Belgrade with one
[new] bridge constructed, with resolved infrastructural prob-
lems, better traffic — as a light and clean city.”

Belgrade/19 August 2008

> After 18 years of delay, a section of the ring road around
Belgrade is finally opened.
Belgrade/November 2008

> Two sports halls in Futog and Klisa, built as a pre-election
promise of the Radical Party government, took last year expen-
diture of 300,000 euro from public company Office Premises —
for maintenance alone. From November 2008, also a modern
indoor swimming pool in Klisa, whose construction costs five
million euro, is added to the strained public budget. In June
2010 it becomes clear that because of a high rental price
these facilities are used to a minimum extent.

Novi Sad/January 2009

> Construction of the Bridge over Ada Ciganlija starts, the
first bridge to be built in Belgrade in 38 years. The construc-
tion is financed with a credit from the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development.

Belgrade/1 December 2008

> Negotiations start between the Serbian and Chinese gov-
ernments on a new bridge over the Danube between Zemun
and Borca. The Chinese government will finance it through a
loan from their Export Bank. It requires that Chinese compa-
nies be commissioned for construction, even though Serbian
companies have enough expertise. The bridge opens the
potential for a new city district — the Third Belgrade - to be
developed on agricultural land.

Belgrade/May 2009

> Just days before the elections, Albanian Prime Minister Sali
Berisha presents another milestone to his government’s credit
- a newly completed section of the highway linking Durrés
with Kosovo, dubbed the Patriotic Highway. Critics however
raise questions about its timing and financing.
Kosovo-Durrés/25 June 2009

> The City of Zagreb puts on public discussion the plan for a
waste incinerator plant. The local community and NGOs for



ecology oppose the plan and advocate the construction of a
biological and mechanical waste treatment facility instead.
Zagreb/10 July 2009

> As part of the art project “Flux Beneath Us”, Nebojsa Miliki¢
et al./Cultural Center Rex, map a potential sewer system to be
collectively made by citizens in Kaludjerica, the largest
“illegally” built neighbourhood in Belgrade.
Belgrade/Kaludjerica August 2009

> The City of Belgrade announces the reconstruction of
Belgrade’s longest street, Boulevard of King Alexander, with-
out releasing the conditions under which the project will be
carried on. Soon it appears its plane trees — the symbol of the
boulevard since the 1920s — will have to be cut due to ill
health. Despite reports of the Faculty of Forestry (from 2006
and 2008) that the trees are in good condition and consider-
able public opposition, the works start.

Belgrade/February 2010

> In the early morning, on this day when the first cutting of
plane trees is planned on the Boulevard of King Aleksandar,
Vladimir Zivanovi¢, 24 year-old graduate student of Chinese
language, chooses the tree number 198 and starts guarding it
round the clock - to keep it from cutting. In five days, he col-
lects 2,260 signatures and begins a public campaign to save
the tree. On June 25, after 119 days of guarding endurance,
and despite the earlier agreement to save it, the tree has been
cut under police protection.

Belgrade/26 February 2010

> Ivan Kucina and his students from the Faculty of Architec-
ture outline the contours of the new Fifth Park on site. Their
project results from an eight-months work process with the
inhabitants around the park, and is the first self-initiated
architectural project of its kind in Belgrade. Almost two years
after the tough struggle against the construction of an office
building on “their” little park succeeded, none of the city insti-
tutions took over responsibility for the rehabilitation of the
park, which still stands demolished.

Belgrade/1 May 2010

> The City of Belgrade starts the action “Present for the Boule-
vard” to collect funds for new plane trees, to replace the ones
already cut during reconstruction of the street. Citizens and
businesses are invited to “buy” one of 450 trees that will carry
name of the sponsor when planted.

Belgrade/June 2010

> The 1.5 million euro contract for a new bridge on the remain-
ing stubs of the Bridge Franz Josef (demolished in the WW?2)
gets signed. The bridge will have four traffic lanes and two tun-
nels under the Fortress. It is estimated that construction will
cost between 30 and 40 million euro. Experts believe that the
construction of the tunnel threatens the stability of the Fortress,
as well as its UNESCO World Heritage candidacy.

Novi Sad/July 2010

> The Novi Sad Bicycle Initiative is formed after the citizens
revolt “Bike Revolution Now", which took place on the occa-
sion of the sudden and vigorous ticketing of cyclists in the
pedestrian area.

Novi Sad/July 2010

> Three places to rent city bicycles are opened and the pro-
ject becomes a sudden success. However, only a month later,
due to poor control, neglect of citizens and poor city infra-
structure, most of the bikes are damaged. Three months earli-
er architecture students voluntarily designed the city’s bike
paths — a gift neglected by the city.

Skopje/August 2010
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> Public company Parking Service introduces parking charges in
residential area Grbavica. The residents revolt, pointing out that
the new parking places are drawn over ruined streets, devastat-
ed sidewalks, and even in the mud. Residents petition against
the charges, and on Facebook a group “Stop the Offence of
Parking Service in Novi Sad"” forms, with 6,500 members.

Novi Sad/22 August 2010

> Without a clear mandate, company Parking Service
effectively takes over open public spaces in Novi Sad to capi-
talise on them. Opposite to the decision made following an
architectural competition in 2005, to use Trifkovi¢ Square as a
pedestrian zone, they turned it from a temporary parking into
a permanent one. Grain Square gets these days transformed
in similar manner: “We will change the asphalt, which is full of
holes, and get a nice parking surface”, the Parking Servis says.
Novi Sad/16 October 2010

> The announcement that the City of Belgrade will take anoth-
er 90 million euro loan from the European Investment Bank for
access road constructions to the new Bridge over Ada Ciganli-
ja, fans the already existing doubts that this ambitious project
is a financial bottomless pit. This fourth loan indicates that the
original budget of 160 million euro for the bridge was miscal-
culated and that a total of 290 million euro will be loaned

(to which another 120 million in interest should be added).
Belgrade/November 2010

> Russian loans will be used for continuation of the (1977 initi-
ated) construction of the new Central Railway Station Prokop
and Belgrade’s railway node - this would introduce Russian
companies to the construction works. Two years prior, an
agreement had been made with Belgrade based Energo-
projekt to complete the station in just 18 months.
Belgrade/November 2010

> By placing the foundation stone of the future Bridge of Chi-
nese-Serbian Friendship, Serbian President Boris Tadi¢ and the
President of the Permanent Committee of the Chinese People’s
Congress, Wu Banguo, symbolically start construction of the
new bridge over the Danube. China’s Export-Import Bank
credits the construction and the contractor of the 170 million
euro project, is the China Road and Bridge Corporation.
Belgrade/November 2010

> The team of Discovery Channel records in Belgrade a broad-
cast on the construction of the Bridge over Ada Ciganlija,
which when completed will be the third highest single-pylon
bridge in Europe.

Belgrade/November 2010
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THE ROLE OF PROFESSION

- architects and urban planners are important
but relatively powerless actors in the harsh
economy of real-estate development. Are non-
institutional groups at the margins of profession
its remaining consciousness?

> In a change to the Law on Local Self-Government, the two
respective positions of Member of the City Council for Urban
Planning and City Architect are reduced to one single position.
Novi Sad/May 2008

> High competition awards in Macedonia keep architects
busy. Kapital Magazine reveals who profits: the single-day fee
for a jury member is the equivalent of two-month’s salary at
the Faculty of Architecture.

Skopje/June 2008
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> 10 assistants of the Faculty of Architecture in Podgorica col-
lectively resign due to disagreements and the impossibility of
dialogue with the dean. The assistants, belonging to the first
generation of teachers of the Faculty, established in 2002, are
some of the best young Montenegrin architects.
Podgorica/18 June 2008

> The monthly Kvart Magazine is launched. This privately
owned magazine for architecture, design and lifestyle is
currently the only magazine in Serbia dealing with architec-
ture on a regular basis. After 18 issues, produced by con-
tributing enthusiasts, it will subside in summer 2010 because
of a lack of finances.

Belgrade/September 2008

> Platforma 9.81 - Institute for Architecture Research, an
NGO that for years tracks down the white and black spots of
the Zagreb'’s urban planning and transition, initiates a tempo-
rary social centre for cultural and community events for this
area of Zagreb in the defunct Cinema Mosor, currently in the
hands of the Croatian Privatization Fund.

Zagreb/3 October 2008

> The conference “The Neoliberal Frontline: Urban Struggles
in Post-Socialists Societies”, held in Cinema Mosor, questions
spatial and social changes in the contemporary city.
Zagreb/4-7 December 2008

> The four-year project SIRP (Settlement and Refugees Pro-
gram in Serbia), initiated by UN Habitat in Serbia, gets finalised
with the realisation of seven pilot social housing projects in Ser-
bian smaller cities — an exceptional participatory process that
involved local governments, local NGOs and architects.
Belgrade-Serbia/December 2008

“There was no longer word about aesthetics of
architecture or urban design, because the develop-
ment of the city got reduced to the size of the plot,
not to some broader areas, or settlements.”

> Complaints are made that due to a longstanding lack of a
new director following the national elections, the Urban Plan-
ning Institute is “not producing locations” for new developments.
Belgrade/end 2008

> Since the early 1990s no individual licensing for architects
exists, but companies (like supermarkets) can be licensed as
architecture firms. At the same time four different ministries
have their own construction departments.

Pristina/2009

> The design of all public and (significant) private buildings
from now on has to be made through architectural competition.
So far, administration officials themselves took decisions on the
design of schools, public buildings, kindergartens, etc. Still,
there are no legal means by which the investor is obliged to
comply with the winning competition project.

Novi Sad/January 2009

> At the Faculty of Architecture, in a discussion with Daniel
Liebeskind about his Master Plan for the Port of Belgrade, the
main question posed is how public interest can be guaranteed
for 50% of land planned for a public park within this prime
location which is to be privately developed?
Belgrade/February 2009

> The First Archi Brigade —a few hundred students of architec-
ture and citizens unsatisfied with the positioning of the future
Orthodox Church on Skopje's main square — which “defies any
logic of urban planning” — organise the “First Architectural

Uprising”. Mobilised by a call from a popular TV show, a mob
of 'believers’ attacks them.
Skopje/28 March 2009

> The site Skopje2803.blogspot collects and presents fragments
of the public discussions provoked by the “First Architectural
Uprising” in Skopje.

Skopje/29 March 2009

> The NGO Expeditio makes, in collaboration with the Faculty
of Architecture Podgorica, a study about Kostanjica (a UNESCO
protected area) on the invitation of the Municipality of Kotor.
This is the first project that takes not only architecture, but also
the landscape into consideration as heritage.

Bay of Kotor/29 March 2009

> The First Archi Brigade announces: “We are the First Archi
Brigade, a spontaneously gathered informal group of students of
architecture and citizens . . . We cannot and do not want to shut
our eyes to the fact that in our city the placement and construc-
tion of [new] buildings is done in a completely faulty manner,
which leads to the successive destruction of the city centre.”
Skopje/31 March 2009

> Right to the City and Green Action organise the round table
“What Kind of City do We Want?" and present the publication
Zagreb As We Wish It, put together by the Urbanistic Council
of Green Action. This is their self-initiated contribution
towards the development strategy for the future Zagreb.
Zagreb/29 April 2009

> The International conference Forum Skopje is organised on
the topic “The Aftershock of Postmodernism”, with the aim to
incite a revision and critical analysis of the recent urban plans
and decisions in the city. None of the invited representatives

of official authorities shows up.

Skopje/8-14 June 2009

Everyone is afraid of public discussion. It will
disturb public opinion.”

> At the 4th Belgrade International Week of Architecture the
topic “What With New Belgrade?” is discussed. It picks up on
an 8 years long debate on how to revitalise the large modern-
ist housing blocks.

Belgrade/4 July 2009

> After three academic years, the Polis University — Interna-
tional School of Architecture and Urban Development in
Tirana receives full university accreditation. It has been initiat-
ed by Co-PLAN, a non-profit organisation developing civil
society and empowering community participation in urban
development since 1995. Their first projects focused on open-
ing roads and enabling basic infrastructure in the informally
built neighbourhoods of Tirana.

Tirana/22 July 2009

> A year after a new city government was constituted and a
mayor has been appointed, the position of the City Architect
and City Manager remain vacant.

Belgrade/August 2009

> The conference “Post-Capitalist City”, organised by Pulska
Grupa, an informal group of architects from Pula, takes place
on the former military grounds of Muzil, leading to the “Decla-
ration of Communal” (komunal) — land that is neither state,
nor privately-owned, but communal.

Pula/16 August 2009

> NGO Expeditio starts the project “Educating Youth/Children
About the Values of Space”. Practical implementation of the



project is in support of the efforts of the Institute for Educa-
tion of Montenegro to introduce the subject “The Values of
Space” in schools.

Kotor/September 2009

> In a lack of an official urban plan from the City, the Archi-
tecture Department of the Faculty of Technical Sciences
organizes a master studio in collaboration with private compa-
ny The Manual Co., in which 60 students of architecture re-
design Manual’s block on the route of the future Sombor
Boulevard.

Novi Sad/Autumn 2009

> The local branch of online forum Skyscrapercity.com has
developed into lively citizens discussion on a wide range of
topics related to architecture, infrastructure, legalization and
clientelism in conjunction with social and political influences.
Novi Sad/2000-2010

> Hotel Centar, by architect Branislav Mitrovi¢, opens in the
city center. Firstly conceived as the main office of Meat Indus-
try Matijevi¢, its design has been significantly modified during
the construction and turned into a hotel — thanks to the lack of
legislative means to enforce the winning result of the original
architectural competition. Since the opening, the building
arouses many reactions of citizens and experts. Citizens start
the Facebook group “Hotel Matijevi¢, The Ugliest Building in
Novi Sad”, with over 11,000 members. In March 2011, Hotel
Centar receives the Grand Prix at Belgrade's Salon of Archi-
tecture.

Novi Sad/1 January 2010

> Four years after the start of the citizen’s protest against the
devastation of the Flower Square, the professional associations
of architects of Zagreb and Croatia present a statement con-
demning the project Flower Passage and plea to review the
decision-making toward the project.

Zagreb/February 2010

> With the center of the main square fenced with large white
panels, the construction of megalomaniacal fountain with the
statue of Alexander the Great can begin. The First Archi Brigade
perceives this setting as a great city gallery and organizes a stu-
dents’ exhibition on the anniversary of “The First Architectural
Uprising”. All passers-by can see the projects dedicated to
Skopje and its current architectural and urban situation.
Skopje/28 March 2010

> The exhibition “Fifth Park — The Struggle for Everyday Life”,
made by a group of artists, architects and sociologists on the
occasion of the fifth anniversary of the struggle for the Fifth
Park, examines how citizens can organize themselves to fight
for their rights in urban space and how the knowledge gained
through this struggle can be recorded and exchanged.
Belgrade/June 2010

> “Who Built the City?", a series of open talks on the develop-
ment of cities in the post-Yugoslav region and with a wide and
confrontational range of participants is held at Cultural Centre
Rex, co-organized by the Group 484 and STEALTH.unlimited.
Belgrade/17-19 June 2010

> After 20 years, the first international architectural competi-
tion in Belgrade and Serbia - for the Center for Promotion of
Scientific in Block 39 in New Belgrade — is announced.
Belgrade/October 2010

> Broadcasting premiere of the first out of 35 short TV shows
“My City - My Home"; a series prepared by the Ministry of
Spatial Planning and Environment and TV Atlas, in coopera-
tion with NGO Expeditio. The shows aim to encourage sustain-

able development of Montenegrin towns, through the activities
in which citizens can directly participate. The broadcasts are
on Fridays at 5 PM, in the program “Life is Beautiful”.
Podgorica/Kotor/15 October 2010

> Within the campaign “Open About Public Spaces” organiza-
tion Civic Initiatives starts the mapping of unused, underused
or unfinished facilities in Belgrade and Serbia. Through the site
Javniprostori.org citizens themselves can report vacant spaces.
Belgrade/15 November 2010

,Only through a continuity of the struggle we came
to something, for there is here no shortcut to

anything.”

> At the meeting of the City Assembly, a revised plan for the
Almaski Neighbourhood in Novi Sad is adopted, based on an
alternative proposal drafted by the Citizens' Association
Almasani.

Novi Sad/26 November 2010

Novi Sad Case: Almaski Neighbourhood
NEIGHBOURS STRONGER THAN PLANNING
OFFICIALS

Faced with drastic development plans and the
future construction of a boulevard, citizens from
Novi Sad’s Almaski Neighbourhood in 2005 formed
the Citizens’ Association Almasani. In 2006, in colla-
boration with architect-volunteers, they drew up
their own alternative proposal for the neighbour-
hood that includes a traffic analysis and preserva-
tion of the original street pattern. This is one of the
few examples of self-organization of citizens that
have been able to directly negotiate the future of
their city — despite the many pressures from real-
estate investors and the economic seductiveness of
their offers (which would allow some of the home-
owners to largely increase the amounts of their real
estate). Finally, the city (partially) gave up cutting a
boulevard, the drastic increase in number of floors
and a built ratio of up to 90%. The drawing shows
the final (adopted) plan that divides Almaski Neigh-
bourhood on the “historical” part — that Almasani
managed to maintain — and an already “cut into”
part available for a much more aggressive redevel-
opment.

The Cities Log archive is based on design by Predrag Nikoli¢.
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